\ Which their Fundaneufi Forinhs/ 
-"Arines, Worſhip, Miniſtry and Diſc pli 
-are Plainly Declared to n_—_— 
ja _0c Perverfions that Ignorance and F 


Rrongeh make to abuſe the Credulous. - 
h a Summary Relation of the former Dilpen{ati | F 
 Godinthe World, by way of Introduiies. * 
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EPISTLE 


TO THE 


READER: 


,EADER, this Following Account| j 
of the Peo ”_ called Quakers, &c. was 7 
Fear and Love of God's © 


= int 
- Firſt as a ſtanding Teſtimony to thus eves "| 
* Bud ns Fry the m—_ Parts, with 
_ which God, in my Touthfiul time, viptea : oY 
+ Soul, and. for the Senſe and Love 5g ofy - 
® T was made willing, in no ordinary ro .* 
, relinquiſh the Ho onours and Drank Z the 
. World, Secondly, es 4 Teſtimony" for that ©: 
+ Deſpiſed People, that God has in his Great. © 
mercy gathered and united by his one 
v7 + Spirit in the Holy Profeſſion of i ; 3 
© Fellowſhi lowſvip I wvalae of os. all Worlaly Greats. 4 

| meſs. hirdly, in Love and Honour to rhe. 
: Pw of that Worthy Servant of God 
: A 2 G. FOX, . 


— 
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F An Epiſtle to the Reader. 

G. Fox, the Firſt Inſtrament thereof, and 
E therefore ſtyled by me the Great and Bleſſed 
 Apoltle 4 our Day. As this gave Birth to 
' what ts here preſented to thy view, in the firſt 
- —Eaitiqn of it, by way of Preface to G.. F's ex- 
+ cellent Journal ; ſo the Conſideration of the 
E preſent uſefulneſs of the following Account 
| of the People called Quakers, ( by reaſon of 
” the unjuſt Rejlettions of ſome Adverſaries 
* 7that gnce walked under the Profeſſion of 
* Friends) and the Exhortations that conclude 
” it, prevailed with me to conſent that it ſhould 
be republiſht in a ſmaller Volume ;, knowing alſo 
Full well that Great Books, eſpecially in theſe 
” aays, grow Burthenſome, both to the Pockets 
} and Minds of too many ; and that there are 
ot a few that deſire ( ſo it be at an eaſie rate ) 


fo. be inform'd about this People, that have 


” been ſo much every where ſpoken againſt : 
” But, bleſſed be the God and Father of our 
©. Lord Jeſus Chriſt, i* is upon no worſe 
- Ground thay it was ſaia of old time, of the 
Primitive Chriſtians; as 1 hope will appear 
:  Toevery Sober and Conſiderate Reader. Oar 
* » Buſineſs after all the ill uſage we have met 
with, being the Realities of Religion, an effetu- 
»- al-change before our laſt & great change 7; That 


&- ad} miay come to an Inward, Senſible aud Ex- 
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perimental | 
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perimental knowledge of God, through the. 
Convictions and Operations of the- Light 
and Spirit of Chriſt in themſelves ; the ſuf- 
ficient and bleſſed means given to all, that 
thereby all may come ſavingly.to know the on- 
ly true God and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath 
ſent to Enlighten and Redeem the World : 
Which knowledge is indeed Eternal Life. And 
that thou, Reader, mayſt obtain it, is the ear © 
neſt deſire of him that 3s ever 
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| Thine in ſo good a Work, Li 
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penlations Rep is the World, to the 
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as 4 Retigtous Society The | J 
Chutch they own and txartife, thd thit white * 
they rejef# and Condemn; With the Method of | 
their tne againſt Erring and Diſorder» ; | 
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Chap. V. BE” 
Of the Firſt Inſtrument or Perſon by whom: 
God was pleaſed to gather this People into the 7 
way they Profeſs. His Name G. Fox; his © 
many excellent Qualifications ; ſhowing a Dis 
vine, and not a Human Power to have bets | 
their Original in him. His Troubles and Safe. 
ferings Ph from without and within. His * 
Ezd and Triumph at it. 


Chap. VI. __ 

. Containing Five ſeveral Exhortations. 
Primitive Integrity and Simplicity. Secondly, 
in Particular, to the Miniſtry. ' Thirdly to. } 
the Young convinced. Fourthly to the Chil»."7 
diva. of Friends. Fifthly to thoſe that are. © 
yet Strangers to this People and W ay, to whom, | 
this Book, and that it was Preface G. its for. : 

- a4 wer. 


xe 

= 

S S- 
db. - 


- 


Py 


mer Edition, may come. - All the ſeveral Exhoy- 
4 es, accommodated to their ſeveral States 
' and Conditions ; that all may anſwer the end of 
God's love to them, viz. God's Glory and 
* their own Salvation. . | 


BRIEF ACCOUNT, &c. 


— SI" 


--CHAP.. I 
Containing a brief Account of divers © 
Diſpenſations of God in the World, * : 
to the time he was pleaſed to raiſe 


this Deſpiſed People called Quakers. 


| TIVERS have been the Diſpenſats- 
ox of God ſince the Creation of the 
| World unto the Sons of Men ; But 
the Great End of all of them has been the 
Renown of his own Excellent Name in the 
Creation and Reſtauration of Man: Man, the 1 
Emblems of hitnſelf, as a God on Eaxth, and 


the Glory of all his Works. EheVW 
began with Innocency : | .wis £ en 8g 


> Natures 


$ 


ti if 
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'Natures and Harmony magnified Him their 
'Creator. Then the Morning Stars Sang 
together for Joy, and all parts of his Works 
ſaid Amen to his Law, Not a Jarr 1n the 
whole Frame; but Man in Paradiſe, the 
Bceſts-in the Field, the Fowl m the Air, 
the Fiſh m the'Sea, the Lights in the Hea- 
vens, the Fruits of the Earth ; yea the Air, 
the Earth, the Water and Fire Worſhip- 

ped, praiſed and exalted his Power, Wiſdom 
and Goodzeſs, O Holy Sabbath, O Holy 
Pay to the Lord! 

But vhis Happy State laſted not long: For 
Man, the Crown and. Glory of the Whole, 
being tempted to aſpire above his place, un- 
Happily yielded againft Command and Du- 
ty,.as well as Intereſt and Felicity, and fo 
fell beloxw” it; loft the: Divine Tmage, the 
Wiſdom, Power and: Purity. he was mage 
im, - By-which, being no longer fit for Pa- 
radiſc; he was mow that Garden of _ 
his proger” Dwelling” and Refidence, an 


was &tivencour, as a poor Fagabond, from 


the prefence. of the Eord; to wander-in the 

ti, cheHabrtarion of Beafts. | 
 Yer:God chit made him had pity on him; 
for He feeing Van. was deceived, and that: 
it was notiof Malice, or an Or ig1nat Preſump- 
" tion 
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tion in him, but through the Subtilty of the 
| Serpent ( who had firſt fallen from his own 
State, and by the Mediation of the Woman, 


Man's own Nature and Companion, whom 
the Serpent had firft deluded ) in his infi- 


\ nite Goodneſs and Wiſdom found out a wa 
to Repair the Breach, Recover the Lof, 


and Reſtore fallen Man again by a Nobler 
and more Excellent Adam, promiſed to be 
born of a Woman; that as by means of a 


| Woman the evil one had - prevailed upon 


| Man, by a Woman alſo He ſhould come in- 
| to the World, who would prevail againft 
him and bruiſe his Head, and deliver Marr 


i 


from his Power : And which, in a ſignal 
manner, by the Diſpenſation of the Son of 
God in the Fleſh, in the fullneſs of Time, 
was Perſonally and, Fully accompliſhed by, 
him, and in hims” as Man's Saviour and; 
Redeemer. . : 

But his Power was not limitted, in the 
Manifeſtation of it, to that time ; for both 
before and ſince his bleſſed Manifeſtation in 
the Fleſh, he has been the Light and. Life,” 
the Rock and Strength of all that ever feared. 
God: Was mew 2 with them in their 
Temptations, followed them in their Tra- 


els and Afflictions, and ſupported and car- 


ried 
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ried them through and over the Difficulties 
that have attended them: in their Earthly 
Pilgrimage. By this AbePs heart excelled 
Caiz's, and Seth obtained the preheminence, 
and Ezoch walked with God. It was this 
that {rov2 with the Old World, and which 
they rcbelled againſt, and which fanttified 
and inſtructed Noah to Salvation. 

But the outward Diſpenſation that fol- 
lowed the benighted State of Man, after his 
Fall, eſpecially among the Patriarchs, was 
generally that of Azgels; as the Scriptures 
of the Old Teſtament do in many places ex- 
preſs, as to: Abraham, Facob, &c. The next 
was that of the Law by Moſes, which was 
alſo delivered by Argels, as the Apoſtle tells 
us. This Diſpenfation was much outward, 
and ſuited to a low and ſervile State; called 
therefore by the Apoſtle Paul, that of a 
School-Maſter, which was to point, out and 
prepare that People to look and long tor the 
Meſſrah, who would dcliver them trom the 
ſervitude of a Ceremonious and imperfect 
Diſpenſation, by knowing the Realzties of 
thoſe Myſterious Repreſentations in them- 
ſelves. In this time the Law was written 
on Stoxe, the Temple built with Haxas, at- 
tended with an Outward Prop, and 

xter- 
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External Rites and Ceremonies, that were 
Shadows of the Good Things that were to come 
and were only to ſerve till the Seed came, or 
the more excellent and general manifeltatt- 
on of Chriit, to whom was the Promiſe, 
and to all Men only in him, in whom it was 
Yea and Amen, even Life from Death, I» 
mortality and Eternal Life. 

This the Prophets forefaw ; and comfor- 
ted the believing Jews in the certainty of it ; 
which was the 7p of the Moſaical Ditpen- 
ſation, and which ended in Joha's Miniitry, 
the Forerunner of the M:/7ah, as John's was 
finiſhed in him, the Fullzeſs of all. And 
then God, that at ſundry Times and in di- 
vers manners had ſpoken to the Fathers by 
his Servants the Prophets, Spoke to Men by 
Iis Soz Chriſt Jeſas, Who is Heir of all things; 
being the Goſpe/-day, which is the Diſpenſa- 
tion of Soſh!p : Bringing in thereby a near- 
er Teſtament and a better hope ; even the 
Be2innins of the Glory of the latter days, 
and of the Reſtitution of all things ; yea, 
the Reſtoration of the Kingdom unto Iirael. 

Now the Spirit that was more {paring- 
ly communicated in former Diſpenſations, 
began to be Poared forth upon all Fleſh, ac- 
cording to the Prophet Joe/, and the Light 
| | "4 bat | | 
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that ſpined in Darkneſs, or but dimly before, 


* the moſt gracious God cauſed to Shize out of 


Darkneſs, and the Day-ſtar began to ariſe in 
the Hearts of Bel:evers,g1ving unto them the 
knowledge of God in the Face ( or Ap- 
pearance ) of his Son Chriſt Jetus. 

Now the Poor 2x Spirit, the Meez,the true 
Moarners,the Hungry and Thirſty after Righ- 
teouſneſs,the Peace-makers,the Pure in Heart, 
the Mercifal and Perſecated,came more eſpeci- 
ally in Remembrance before the Lord, and 
were ſought out and bleſſed by IſraePs Trae 
Shepherd. Old Feruſalem with her Children 
grew out of Date,and the New Jeruſalem into 
Requeſt, the Mother of the Sons of the 
Goſpel-Day. Wherefore no more at O/4 

eruſalem, nor at the Mountain of Samaria, 
.,- will God be worſhipped above other places; 
-. for, behold, he is, by his own Son, decla- 
| Tedand preached a Spirit, and that he will 
- be known as ſuch, and worſhipped in the 
. Spirit and in the Truth! He will now come 

' nearer than of old time, and he will write his 
| Law #n the Heart, and put his Fear and Spirit 
 #n the inward parts, according to his promiſe. 

Then S7gs, Types and Shadows flew away, 
the Day having diſcovered their Inſuffict- 
ency in not reachung to the ſide of the Cup, 
| | to 


| 


a a << 


(3) 
to the cleanfing of the Conſcience ; and all Ele- 
mentary ſervices were expired in and by him 
that is the ſubſtance of all. - 

And to this Great and Bleſſed End of the 
Diſpenſation of the Son of God, did the A= 
paſtles Teſtifie, whom he had choſen and a- 
nointed by his Spirit, to turn the Jews from 
their Prejudice and Superſtition, and the * 
Gentiles from their Vanity and Idolatry, to 
Chriſt's Light and Sprrzt that fhined 1n them; 
that they might be quicemed trom the Sins 
and Treſpaſſes in which they were Dead, to 
ſerve the Living God in the Newne/s of the 
Spirit of Life, and walk as Children of the 
Light, and of the Day, even the Day of Ho- 
lizeſs : For ſuch pat on Chriſt, the Light of 
the World, and make no more Proviſion for 
the Fleſh, to falfil the Lnſts thereof. Sothat 
the Light, Spirit and Grace that come by 
Chriſt, and appear in Man, were that &- 
vine Principle the Apoitles miniftred from, 
and turned Peoples Minds unto, and- in 
which they gathered and built up the 
Churches of Chriſt in their Day. For 
which cauſe they adviſe them not to quench 
the Spirit, but to wait for the Spirit, and 
Speak by the Spirit, and Pray by the Spirtt; and 
Welk inthe Spizit too, as that which ap- 
Mod | proved 
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proved them the truly begotten Children of 
God; Born, not of Flel and Blood, or of 
the will of Man, but of the will of God; by 
doing h:is will, and denying their own ; by 
drinking of Chrift”s Cup, and being Bap- 
tized with his Baptiſm of Selt-denial ; the 
Way and Path that all the Heirs of Life 
have ever trod to Blefſedneſs. But alas! 
even in the Apoſtles Days, thoſe bright 
Stars of the fir/# Magnitude of the Goſpel- 
Light, ſome Clouds, foretelling an. Eclipſe 
of this Primitive Glory, began to appear, 
and ſeveral of them gave early Caution of 
it to the Chriſtians of their Time, that even 
then there was, and yet would be more and 


more, a falling away from the Power of 


Godlineſs, and the Purity of that Spiritual 
Diſpenſation, by ſuch as ſought to make a 
fair ſhew in the Fliſh, but with whom the 
offence of the Croſs ceaſed. Yet with this 
comfortable: Concluſion, that they ſaw be- 
yond 1t a more glorious Time than ever to 
the true Church. Their fight was true, 
and, wiat they foretold ro the Churches, ga- 
thered by them in the Name and Power of 
Jeſus, came to paſs: For Chriſtians dege- 
nerated a-pace into outlides, as Days and 


Meats, and divers other Ceremonies. And | 
which | 
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which was worſe, they fell into Strife and | 
Contention about them ; ſeparating one from 
another, then Ewing, \and, as they had 
Power, Perſecating one another, to the 
ſhame and ſcandal of their common Chri- 
ſtjanity, and grievous ſtumbling and offence 
of the Heathen; among whom the Lord had 
ſo long and ſo marvellouſly preferved them. 
And having got at laſt the Worldly Power 
' into their Hands, by Kings and Emperors 
| embracing the Chriſtian Profeſſion, they 
changed, what they could, the Kingdom 
of Chriſt, which is zot of this World, into a 
Worldly Kingdom ; or at leaſt ſtiled the 
Worldly Kingdom that was in their Hands 
the Kingdom of Chriſt, and fo they became 
' Worldly, and not true Chriſtians, "Then 
Humane Inventions and Novelties, both in 
Do&rine and worſhip, crouded faſt into 
the Church ; a Door being opened there- 
unto, by the Grofſneſs and Carnality that 
appeared then among the generality of 
Chriſtians, who had long lince left the 
Guidance of God's meek and heavenly Spirit, 
and given themſelves up to - Superſtition, 
Will-worſhip, and Volantary Humility, And 
as Superſtition 1s Blizd, fo it is Heady and 
; Farions; for all maſt ſtoop to its blind and 
B boundleſs 
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Name of the Spirit, perſecuting the very ap-]. 


pearance of the Spirit of God in others, and 
oppoſing that .in others which they reſiſted 


in themſelves, viz. the Lyght,Grece and Sps- 


7it of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : But always un- 


der the Notion of Innovation, Hereſie, Schiſm, 
or ſome ſuch plauſible Name. Though | 


Chriſtianity allows of no Name or Pretence 
whatever; for perſecuting of any Man 
for matters of meer Religion beingin 
its very Nature, Meek, Gentle and For- 
bearing; and conſiſts of Faith, Hope and 
Charity, which no Perſecutor can (have 
whilſt he -remains a Perilecutor; in that a 
Man cannot believe well, or hope well, 
or have a Charitable or tender regard to a- 
nother, ' whilſt he would violate his mind or 
- +a Body for matters of &aith or 
| orfbip towards his God. 

hus the £alſe Church ſprang up, and 
mounted the Chair. Buty though {he loſt 
her Nature, ſhe would needs keep her good 
Name of the Lambs-bride, the True .Charch 
and Mother of the Faithtul: Conſtraining 
all to receive her Mark, either in their Fore- 
head or Right hand ; that-is, publickly or 
privately. Bur Indeed and in Truth ſhe 
was 


boundleſs Zeal or Periſh by it: In theh 
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(19) 
was Myſtery Babylon, the Mather of Harlots, 
' Mother of thoſe that, with all their ſhow 
and outfide of Religion, were adulterated 
| and gone from the Spirit, Nature and Life 
of Chriſt, and grown Vaiz, Worldly, 4m- 
bitious, Covetous, Cruel, &c, which are 
| the Fruits of the Fleſh and not of the 
Spirit. — 

Now it was that the True Church fled 
into the Wilderneſs: That is, from Super- 
ſition and Violence, to a Retired, Saletary 
and Loxely State ; hidden, and as it were ous 
of Sight of Men, though not out of the 
World. Which ſhows that her wonted 
Viſibility was not Eſſeztia/to the being of a 
True Church in the Judgment of the Holy 
Ghoſt ; ſhe being as True a Church in the 
Wilderneſs, howgh nat as Viſible aud Luſtrioas, 
as when ſhe was in her former Splendor of 
Profeffion. In this State many Attempts 
She made to return, but the Waters were 
yet too High, and her way blocked up, and 
many of her excellent Children, in ſeveral 
Nations and Centuries,fell by the Craelry.of 
Superſtition, becauſe they would not fall 
| from their Faitkfulreſs to the Truth. 
The laſt Age did ſet ſome ſteps towards 
| it, bothas to DoQtrine, Worſhip and Pra- 
tice. But PraQtice quickly failed; for 
B 2 Wicks -_ 
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Wickednels flowed in a little time, as well a- | 
mong the Profeſſors of the Reformation as | 11 
thoſe they reformed from; fo that by the | &t 
Fruits of Converſation they were not to be | V 
diſtinguiſhed. And the Children of the | n 
Reformers, if not the Reformers them- Þ 
{elves, betook themſelves very early to | 0 
Earthly Policy and Power, to uphold and car- | 4 
ry 0n their Reformation that had been be- | / 
gun with Spiritual Weapons; which I have | 0 
often thought, has been one of the greateſt | \ 
reaſons the Reformation made no better | 
Progreſs, as to the Life and Soul of Religion. | | 
For whilſt the Reformers were Lowly and \, ! 
Spiritually Minded, and truſted in God, F - 
and lookt to Him, and lived in his Fear, | 1 
| and conſulted not with Fleſh and Blood, | | 
1 nor {ought Deliverance in their own way, } * 
| there were daily added to the Church ſuch | 
as one might — ſhould be ſaved: | ' 
For they were not ſo careful to be ſafe from | 
Perfecution,as to be Faithful and Inoffenfive | 
under it : Being more concerned to ſpread | | 
the Truth by their Faich and Patience 1n 
Tribulation, than to get the worldly Power 
1 out of their Hands that inflited thoſe Sut- 
; ferings upon them : And it will be well if 
! the Lord ſuffer them not to fall by the very 
lame way they took to ſtand. In 


| 
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| In Dorine they were in ſome things 
ſhort; in other things, to avoid one ex- 
tream they run into another: And for 
Worſhip, there was for the generality, 
more of man init than of God. The 
| owned the Spirit, Inſpiration and Revelati- 
on indeed, and grounded their Separation 
* and Reformation upon the Sexce and Vpder- 
ſtanding they received from it, in the Rea- 
ding of the Scriptures of Truth. And this 
was their Plea, The Scripture 1s the 
- | Text, the Spirit the Jnterpzeter, and 
that to every one foz himſelf. But yet 
there was too much of humane Invention, 
” Tradition and Art that remained both in 
Praying and Preaching ; and of worldly Au- 
thority and worldly Greatneſs in their Mi- 
| niſters; eſpecially in this K;ngdom, Sweden, 
Denmark,and ſome Parts of Germany. God 
: | was therefore pleaſed in Exgland to ſhift us 
| | from Veſlel to Veſſel: And the next re- 
; | move humbled the Miniſtry, fo that they 
|| were more Strif in Preaching, Devout 1n 
| Praying, and Ryaloas for keeping the Lord's 
| Day, and Catechizizg of Children and Ser- 
vants, and Repeating at Home in their Fa- 
milies what they had heard in publick. 
But even as theſe grew into Power, they 
we B 3 were 


So, aw: Sa. on. 0 &@ Tt YT WS WD 


—O—_ 


Leno 


_ 


were not only for Whippmg ſome out, but| 
others into,the Temple : And they appear- 
cd Rigid in their Spirits, rather than Severe 
in their Lives, and wore for a Party than] 
for Piety : Which brought forth another 
People, that were yet more retired and, 
ſeleQt. 

They would not communicate at Large, 
or in common with others; but formed 


Churches among themſelves of ſuch as could | 
give ſome account of their Converſion ;, at | 
leaſt, of very promiſing experiences of the. | 
Work of God?s Grace upon their Hearts; | 
and under mutual Agreements and Covex | 


nants of fellowſhip, they kept together. | 
Theſe People were ſomewhat of a Softer | 


Temper, and ſeemed to recommend Reli- 


gion by the Charms of its Love, Mercy and | 
Gooareſs, rather than by the Terrours of its | 
Judements and Paniſhment ;, by which the | 


former Party would have awed People into 
Religion. | 

"They alfo allowed greater liberty to Prophe- 
cy than thoſe before them.; for they ad- 
mitted any Member to Speak or Pray, as 
well as their Paftor , whom. they always 
Choſe,and not the Civil Magiſtrate. If ſuch 
tound any thing preſſing upon theny ge 
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ther Duty, even without the Diſtinf#ion of 
Clergy or Laity, Perſons of any Trade had 
their Liberty, be it never ſo Low and Me- 
chanical. But alas! even theſe People ſuf- 
fered great loſs : For taſting of Worldly Em- 
pire, and the favour of Princes, and the 


| Gain that enſued, they degenerated bnt 


too much. For though they had cryed 
down National Churches and Miniſtry, and 


* Mamtenance too; ſome of them, when it 


was their own turn to be Tryed, fe/! under 
the Weight of Worldly Honour and: Ad- 
vantage, got into profitable Parſonages too 
much, and outlived and contraditfed their 
own Principles: And, which was yet 
worſe, turned ſome of them abſolute Per- 
ſecutors of other Men for God's Sake; that 
but ſo lately came themſelves out of the 
Furnace; which drove many a ſtep far- 
ther, and that was into the Water : Ao» 
ther Baptiſm, as believing they were not 
Scriptarally Baptized; and hoping to find 
that Preſence and Power of God in ſubmit- 
ting to this Watery Ordinance, which they 
deſired and wanted. 

Theſe People made alſo Profeſſion of 
Negletting, it not Renouncing and Cen+ 
luring, not only the Neceffity, but Uſe of 

B 4 all 
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all Humane Learning as to the Miniſtry ; 
and all other Qualifications to it beſides the 
Helps and Gifts of the Spirit of God, and 
thoſe natural and common to Men. And 
for a time they ſeemed like John of Old, a 
Burning and a Shining Light to other Soci- 
EtIES, 

They were very D-ligeat, Plain and Se- 


7104s; ſtrong in Scripture, and bold in Pro- | 


feſſion ; hearing much Reproach and Con- 
tradiction. But that -which others fell by, 
proved their Szare. For worldly Power 
{poiled them too ; who had enough of it to 
try them what they wauld do it they had 
had more: And they refted alſo too much 
upon their Watry Diſpenſation, inſtead of 


paſſing on more fully to that of the Fire- 


and Holy Ghoſt, which was his Baptiſm, 
who came with a Fax iz bis Hand, that he 
zight . throughly (and not in part only 
parge his Floor, and take away the Droſs and 
the Tin of his People, - and make « Man finer 
thay Gold, . Withall, they grew High, 
Rough and ary 3 oppoling further 
attainment : Too much forgetting the Day 
of their Infancy 'and Littleneſs, which gave 
them ſomething of a real Beauty ; in ſo 
much that many left them and all viſibls 
_ wh | Churches 
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& 25) | 
Churches and Societies, and Wandred up 
and down, as Sheep without a Shepherd, and 
as Doves without their Mates ; {ecking their 
Beloved but could not find Him (as their 
Souls deſired to know Him ) whom their 
Souls loved above their chieteſt Joy. 

Theſe People were called Seekers by ſome, 
and the Family of Love by others ; becauſe, 
as they came to the knowledge of one ano- 
ther, they ſometimes met together, not 
formally to Pray or Preach, at appointed 
times or Places, in their own Wills, as in 
times paſt they were accuſtomed to doz 
but waited together in Szlence, and as any 
thing roſe in any one of their Minds that 


they thought Savoured of a Divine Spring, 
they ſometimes Spoke. Bur 1o it was that 
1ome of them not keeping in Humility and 


in the Fear of God, after the Abundance of 
Revelation, were exalted above Meaſure ; 
and for want of ftaying their Minds in an 
humble Dependance upon him that opened 
their Underſtandings to ſee great things in 
his Law, they ran out in their own Imagi- 
nations, and mixing them with thoſe Di- 
vine Openings, brought forth a Mozſtrozs 
Birth, to the Scandal of thoſe that teared 
God, and waited daily in the Temple, = 

mace 
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made with Hands, for the Conſolation of 
Tjrael; the Jew inward, and Circumciſion 
in Spirit. 

This People obtained the Name of Razx- 
ters from their extravagant Diſcourſes and 
PraCtices. - For they interpreted Chriſt's 
fullfilling of the Law for us, to be a 4i/- 
charging of us from any Obligation and Du- 
ty the Law required of us, inſtead of the 
Condemnation of the Law for fins paſt, 
upon Faith andRepentance; And that zow it 
'was no Sin to do that which before it was a 
Sin tocommit ; the laviſh Fear of the Law 
being taken oft by Chriſt, and all things 
good that Man did, if he did but do them 
with the Mind and Perſwafion that it was 
ſo. Inſomuch that divers fell into Groſs 
and Enormous Practices; pretending in ex- 
culſe thereof that they could, withour Evil, 
commit the ſame Att which was Sz in a- 
nother to do; thereby diſtinguiſhing be- 
tween the Aion and the Evil of it, by 
the Dzredron of tans Mind and Intention in 
the doing of it. Which was to make Sin 
iuper-abound by the abowndings of Grace, 
and to turn from the Grace of God into 
Wi antowneſs; a ſecurer way of Sinning than 
before: As if Chriſt came not to 1ave us 

from | 


freely at his Coſt, and with lets Danger to 
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from our Sins but 7» our Sins; not to take 
away Sin, but that we might Sin ore. 


our ſelves. I fay, this enfnared Divers, 
and brought them to an utter and lamen- 
table Loſs as to their Eternal State ; and 
they grew very troubleſome to the better 
ſort of People, and furnifhed the looſer 
with an occaſion to Prophane, 
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CHAP. Il. 
of the Riſe of this People, their Fun- 


damental Prin-tple and Doctrine 
and Pradfice in twelve Points reſult- 
ng from it: Their Progreſs and Suf- 
ferings: An Expoſiulation with 
England thereupon. 


T was about that very time, as you may 
ſee in G. F's Annals, that the Eter- 
nal, Wiſe, and Good God was pleaſed, in 
his infinite Love, to Honour and Viſit this 
benighted and bewildred Nation with his 
Glorious Day-ſpring from on High ; yea with 
a moſt ſure and certain ſound of the Word of 
Light and Life, through the Teſtimony of 
a Choſen Veſſel, to an efteftual and bleſſed 
purpoſe,can many thouſands ſay,Glory be to 
the Name of the Lord for ever. 

For as it reached the Conſcience and 
broke the Heart, and brought many to a 
Senſe and Search, ſo that which a: = | 
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been vainly ſeeking without, with much 
Pains and Coſt, they by this Mimſtry, 
found within ; where it was they wanted 
what they ſought for, viz. The right ”q to 
Peace with God. For they were directed 
to the Light of Jeſus Chriſt within them, 
as the Seed and Leaven of the Kingdom of 
God ; Near All, becauſe in All, and God's 
Talent to All. A Faithful and True Wit- 
neſs and Juſt Monitor iz every Boſom. The 
Gift and Grace of God to Lite and Salvati- 
on that appears to all, though few regard 
it, This, the Traditional Chriſtian con- 
ceited of himſelf, and ſtrang in his own 
Will and Righteouſneſs, and overcome 
with blizd Zzal and Paſſion, either deſpiſed 
asa Low and Common thing, or oppoled as 
a Novelty, under many hard Names and 
opprobrious Terms, denying, in his 1gno- 
rant and angry Mind, any freſþ Manifeſta- 
tion of God's Power and Spirit in Man ut 
theſe days, though never more needed to 
make true Chriſtians. Not unlike thoſe 
Jews of Old that reje&ted the Son of God 
at the very ſame time that they blindly 
profeſſed to wait for the Meſſiah to come ; 
becauſe, alas, he appeared not among them 
according to their Carnal Mind and Expe- 
Ctation. This * 


(39) 

This brought forth many abuſive Books, 
which filled the greater ſort with Exvy, 
and lefler with Rage; and made the way 
and progreſs of t iis Bleſſed Teſtimony 
Straight and Nerrow indeed to thoſe that 
received it. However, God owned his 
own Work, and this Teſtimony did effe7u- 
ally Reach, Gather, Comfort and Eſtabliſh 
the Weary and Heavy Laden, the Hungry 
and Thirſty, the Poor and Needy, the Moure- 
far! and Sick of many Maladies, that had 
{pen all upon Phyſicians of no Value, and 
watted for Relief from Heaven ; Help on- 
ly from above: Seeing, upon a ſerious Try- 
a! of al{things, nothing eMe would do but 
Chriff himſelf ; the Liols of of his Countenance,, 
a Touch of bis Germent, and Help from his 
Hmnd,; 4A, cared the poor Womans Ifſue, 
raiſed the Centuriows Servant,the Widow's 
Son, the Ruler's Daughter, and Peter's 
Mother : And like Her, they no ſooner felt 
his Power and Efficacy upon their Souls, 
but they gave up to obey him in a Tefl;- 
#09 to his Power ; and that with reſigned 
Wills and fairbful Hearts, through all 
Mockings, Contradiftions, Confiſcations, Beat - 
ings, Priſons, and many other TJeor rper ates 
that attended them for his Blefſed Names 
$ake. And 


(31) 
And truly, they were very many and 
very Great ; ſothat in all Humane Proba- 
bility they muſt have been ſwallowed up + 
Quick of the Proud and Boiſterous Waves 
that ſwelled and beat againſt them, but 
that the God of all their tender Mercies was 
with them, in his Glorzous Authority ; fo 
that the Hills often #/ed and the Moun- 
tains Melted before the Power that filled 
chem ; working mightily for them as well 
as in them; one ever following the other. 
By which they ſaw plainly, to their ex- 
ceeding great Confirmation and Comfort, 
that all things were poſlible with him with 
whom they had to do. And that the more 
that which God required ſeemed to croſs 
Man's Wiidom, and expoſe them:to Man's 
Wrath, the -more-God appeared to help 
and carry them through all to his Glory. 
Inſomuch, that if- ever any People could 
ſay in Truth, Thou art our Sun and our 
Shield, our Rock and Sanftuary, and by thee 
we have leaped over a Wall, and by thee we 
have run through a Troop, and by thee we have” 
pat the Armies of the Aliens to Flight, theſe 
People had Right to fay it. And as God 
had delivered their Souls of the wearifom 
Burthens of Sin and Vanity, and enriched 
tnemr 
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their poverty of Spirit, and ſztisfied their 


great Hunger and Thirſt after - Eternal - 


Righteouſneſs, and filed them with the 
Good Things of his own Houſe, and made 
them Stewards of his Manifold Gifts; fo 
they went forth to all Quarters -of: theſe 
Nations, to declare to the Inhabitants there- 


of, what God had done for them; what they: 


had found, and where and how they had 
found it; viz. The way to Peace with God : 
Inviting all to come and ſee and taſte, for 
themſelves, the Truth of what they De- 
clared unto them. 

And as their Teſtimony was to the Prin- 
ciple of God in Man, the Precious Pear! and 
Leaven of the Kjngdem, as the only bleſſed 


[W. means, appointed of God, to Quicken, Con- 


© vince and Santifie Man; fo they opened 
to them what it was in it ſelf, and what 1t 


= was given to them for : How they might 
| know it from their own Spirit, and that of _ 


© . the +Subtil appearance of the Evil one : 
and what-it would do for all thoſe whoſe 
minds- Should be turned off from the 
Vanity of the World and its Lifeleſs ways 
and Teachers, and ad-here to this bleſſed 
> Light in themſelves, which diſcovers and 
.-. condemns Sin in all its appearances, and 
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ſhows how to overcome it, if minded and 
+ obeyed in its holy Manifeſtations and Con- 
victions : Giving Power to ſuch to Avoid 
and Reſiſt thoſe things that do not pleaſe 
God, and to grow ſtrong in Love, Faith, and 
Good Works. That ſo Man, whom Sin 
hath made as a Waderneſs, over-run with 
Briars and Thorns, might become as the 
Garden of God, cultivated by his divine 
Power, and repleniſht with the moſt Var- 
tuous and Beautiful Plants of God's own 
Right Hand Planting, to his Eternal Praiſe. 

But theſe Experimental Preachers of 
Glad Tydings of God's "Truth and King- 
dom could not run when they Liſt, or Pray 
or Preach when they Pleaſed, But as Chriſt 
their Redeemer prepared and moved them by 
his own Bleſſed Spirit, for which they wait- 
ed in their Services and Meetings, and 
Spoke as that gave them utterance; and 
which was as thoſe having Authority, and 


not like the Dreaming, Dry and Formal . 


Phariſees. And fo it plainly appeared to 
the ſerious Minded, whoſe Spiritual Eyethe 
Lord Jeſus had in any meaſure opened : So 
that to one was given the Word of Exhor- 
| ation, to another. the Word of Reproof, 
| to another the Word of Corſolations and 
= ":,- 
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all by the ſame Spirit and in the good Or- | 


der thereof, to the Convincing and Edify- 
ing of many. 

And hls they waxed Strong and Bold 
through Faithfulneſs ; and by the Power 
and Spirit of the Lord Jeſus became very 
Fruittul ; thouſands, in a ſhort time, be- 
ing turned to the Truth in the inward 
parts, through their Teſtimony, in Mzixi- 
ftry and Safferings: Inſfomuch as in moſt 
Counties, and many of the conſiderable 
Towns of Exgland, Meetings were ſettled, 
and daily there were added ſuch as ſhould 
be ſaved. For they were Dligent to Plant 
and to Water, and the Lord bleſſed their 
Labours with an Exceeding great Increaſe ; 
notwithſtanding all the oppoſition made to 
their bleſſed Progreſs, by falſe Ramors, Ca- 
lumnies and bitter Perſecutions; not only 
from the Powers of the Earth, but from e- 
very one that liſted ro injure and abuſe 
them : So that they ſeemed indeed to be as 
poor Sheep appointed to the Slaughter, and as 4 
People killed all the Day long. 

It were fitter for a Volume than a Preface, 
but ſo much as to repeat the Contents of 
their cruel Sufferings from Profeſſors as well 


as from Prophaze, and from Magiſtrates as | 


well 
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well as the'Rabble : That it may well be ſaid 
of this abuſed and deſpiſed People,they went 
forth Weeping and ſowed in T eares, bearing 
Teſtimony to the Precious Seed, even the 
Seed of the Kingdom, which ftands not in 
Words; the Fineſt the Higheſt tliat Man's 
Wit can uſe,-but in Power; The Power 
of Chriſt Jeſus, to whonY God the Father 
hath given all Power in Heaven and in Earth, 
that he might rule Angels above, and Men 
below. Who impowred them, as their 
Work witneſſeth, by the many that were 
tured, through their Miniſtry, from Dark- 
neſs tothe Light, and out of the Broad into 
the Narrow Way of Life and Peace; bring- 
ing People to a Weighty, Serious and 
God-like Converſation; the Pradice of that 
DoQtine which they Taught. 

And as without this Secret Divine Powet 
there is no Quickening and Regenerating 
of dead Souls, fo the want of this Gernera- 
ting and Begetting Power and Lite, 1s the 
Cauſe of the little Fruit that the many 
Miniſtries that have been, and are in the 
World,bring forth. O that both Miniſters 
and People were ſenſible of this ! My Sout 


| ISoften troubled for them, and Sorrow and 
| Mourning compaſs mme about for thei? 
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Sakes. O that they were Wiſe! O that 
they would conſider , and lay to Heart the 
thingsthat truly and ſubſtantially make for 
their laſting Peace ! 

Two things are to be conſidered, the 
' Doftrine- they Taught, and the Example 
they Tead among all People. T have already 
toucht upon their Fundamental Principle, 
which is as the Corner ſtore of their Fabrick : 
And indeed to ſpeak eminently and properly 
their Charaderiſtick, or main diſtinguiſhing 
Point or Principle, viz. the Lzght of Chriſt 
within, as God's Gift for Man's Salvation. 
ThisT fay, is as the Root of the goodly Tree 
of DoQrines that grew and branched out 
from it, which I ſhall now mention in their 
Natural and Experimental Order. 

Firſt, Repertance from dead Works to ſerve 
the Living God, Which comprehends three 
Operations. Firſt a ſight of Sin. Secondly, 
A Sence and Godly Sorrow for Sin. Thirdly, 
An Amendmeat for the Time to come. This 
was the Repentancethey preached and preſ- 
{ed, and a Natural retult from the Principle 
they turned all Pcople unto. For of Light 
came Szg/t ; .and of Sight came Sexſe and 
Sorrow; and of Senle and Sorrow, came A- 
. nenament of Life, Which Doctrine of Re- 
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pentance leads to Juſtification; that is, Pop X 
giveneſs of the Sins that are paſt through Chriſt 
the alone Propitiation, and the Santtification 
or Purgation of the Soul, from the defiling 
Nature and Habits of Sin, Preſent by the 
Spirit of Chriſt in the Soul. Which is-Ju- 
ſtification in the compleat Sence of that Word: 
Comprehending both juſtification from the 
Guilt of the Sins that are paſt, as if they 
had never been committed, through the 
Love and Mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus ; | 
and the Creatures being made 7wardly juſt 
through the Cleanſing and Santtfiying Power 
and Spirit of Chriſt revealed in the Soul ; 
which 1s commonly called Santtification. 
But that none can come to know Chriſt to 
be their Sacrifice that Reject him as their * 
SanQifier, The End of his coming being 
to ſave his People from the Nature and Des 


filement , as well as Guilt of Sin; and that 


therefore thoſe that reſiſt his Light and Spt- 
rit, make his coming an offering of none 
eftect to them. 

From hence ſprang a Second Doftrine they 
were led to declare, as the Mark of the Price 
of the High Calling toall true Chriſtians, viz. 
Perfe&tion from Sin, according to the Scrip- 
tures of truth ; which teſtifie it to be the 
C 3 Eng 
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his Kingdom, and for whith his Spirit was 
and is given, viz. to be Perfett as our Hea- 
wenly Father is Perfeit,and Holy becauſe God is 
Holy. And this the Apoſtles laboured for, 
that the Chriſtians ſhould be Sandtified 
Through-out :» Boay,Sow! and Spirit, But 


Glory in this Life, or from Natural Infirm:- 
ties, or Death, as ſome have, witha weak or 
ill mind, imagined and inſinuated againſt 
them. 

This they called a Redeemed State, Re- 
generation, or the New-Birth : Teaching 
every where, according to their Foundation, 
that without this Work were known, there 
was no inheriting the Kingdom of God. 
Thirdly, This leads to an acknowledg- 
ment of Eternal Rewards and Puniſhments, 
KK 25 they have good Reaſon; for elle, of all 
= People, certainly they muſt be the -o/t Mz- 
| ſerable; Who, tor about Forty Years, have 

| been exceeding great Sufferers for their Pro- 
- fefſhon; and, in ſome Caſes, treated wor/e 
than the worſ# of Men; yea, as the Refuſe 
and Off-ſcowering of all things. 

This was the Parport of their Doctrine 
- and Miniſtry ; which, for the moſt pn is 

| | what 


i 
: 
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End of Chriſt's coming and the Nature of | 


they never held a Perfection-1n Wiſdom and | 
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what other Profeſſors of Chriſtianity pre*: 
tend to ho!d in Words and Forms, but nof 
in the Power of Godlineſs ; which, general- 
ly ſpeaking, has been long loſt by Mens de- 
parting from that Principle and Seed of Life 
that 15 1n Man, and which Man has not re- 
garded, bur loſt the Senſe of ; and in and by 
which he can ozly be quickned in his Mind 
to ſerve the living God in Newzeſs of Life. 
For as the Life of Religion was loſt, and 
the generality lived and Worſhipped God aft- 
ter their own Wills, and not after the Will 
of God, nor the mind of Chriſt, which 
ſtood in the Works and Fruits of the Holy 
Spirit ; {o that which they preſt, was not 
Notion but Experience ; no Formality but 
Goadlineſs; as being ſenſible in themſelves, 
through the Work of God's Righteous 
Judgments, that without Holineſs no Man 
ſhould ever ſee the Lord, with Comfort. 

Beſides theſe General Doctrines, as the 
larger Branches, there ſprang forth ſeveral 
particular DoQtrines, that did exemplifie and 
fartber explain the Truth and Efficacy of the 
General Doctrine before obſerved, in their 
Lives and Examples. As, 

I. Communion, and loving one another, 
This is a noted Mark in the Mouth of all 
C 4 {orts 


©. LAGOS wo ne Ok 6 MR Ot} Pte, 19" 


/ (40. 
/ſorts of People concerning them. They wil 
meet, They will help and ſtick one to another, 


-Whence it is common to hear ſome ſay, 


Look how the Quakers love and take care of one 
another, Others, leſs Moderate, will ſay; 
The Quakers love none but themſelves : And. if 
loving one another and having an Intimate 
Communion 1n Religion, and conſtant care to 
meet to Worſhip God,and help one another, 
be any Mark of Primitive Chriſtianity, they 
had it, Bleſſed be the Lord, in an ample 
manner. 

IL. To love Enemies: This they both 
Taught and Prafiſed, For they did not 


only refuſe to be revenged for Injuries done | 


them, and condemned it as of an Unchriſti- 
an Spirit, but they did freely Forgive ; yea, 
Help and Relieve thoſe that had been Cruel 
to them, when it was in their Power to 
Have been even with them : Of which many 
and ſingular Inſtances might be given : En- 
deavouring, through Faith and Patzence, to 
overcome all Injuſtice and Oppreſſion, and 
Preaching this DoQtrine as Chriſgan for 0- 
thers to follow. 

TIT. Another was, The Suficiency of Truth 
ſpeaking, -according to Chriſt's own form of 


| found Words, of Tea, Tea, and Nay, Nay, 


among 
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among Chriſtians, without Swearing ; both 
from Chriſt's expreſs Prohibition zo Swear 


at all, Mat. 5. and for that they being un- 


der the Tye and Bond of Truth in them- 
ſelves, there was zo Neceſ/ity for an Oath ; 
and it would be a Reproach to their Chriſti- 
an Veracity to Aſſure their Trath by ſuch an 
Extraordinary way of Speaking ; ſimple 
and uncompounded Anſwers, as Tea and 
Nay, (without Afſeverations, Atteſtations, 
or Super-natural Vouchers being molt fuita- 
ble to Evangelical Righteouſneſs. But oft- 
tering at the ſame time to be puniſht to the 
full, for Falſe-Speaking, as others for Per- 
jury, if ever guilty of it : And hereby they 
exclude, with all "True, all Falſe and Pro- 
phane Swearing ; for which the Land did 
and doth Moarz, and the great God was 
and 15not a little offended with it. 

IV. Not Fighting but Suffering, 18 ano- 
ther Teſtimony peculiar to this People : 
They athrm that Chriſtianity teacheth Peo- 
ple 1o beat their Swords into Plough-Shares, 
and their Spears into Pruning-Hooks, and to - 
learn War no more, that ſo the Wolf may lie 
dowe with the Lamb, and the Lion with the 
Caff, and nothing that deſtroys be entertained 
in the Hearts of People: Exhorting them to 
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employ their Zeal againſt Si», and turn 
their Anger againſt Star, and no longer 
War one againſt another ; becauſe, al! Wars 
and Fightings come of Mens own Hearts 
Laſts, according to the Apoſtle James, and 
not of the Meek Spirit of Chriſt Jeſus, who 
1s Captain of another Warfare, and which is 
carried on with other Weapons. Thus, as 
Truth ſpeaking ſucceeded Swearing, ſo Faith 
and Patience ſucceeded Fighting, in the Dos- 
ctrine and Prattice of this People. Nor 
ought they for this to be obnoxious to Civil 
Government, ſince if they cannot Fight for 
it, neither can they Fight againſt it ; which is 
' No mean ſecurity to any State, Nor 1s1t rea- 
{onable that People ſhould be blamed tor 
not doing more for others than they can do 
for themſelves. An1, Chriſtianity ſet a- 
ſide, if the Coſts and Fruits of War were 
well conſidered, Peace, with all its Izcorve- 
niencies, 1s generally Preferrable. But tho? 
they were not for Fighting, they were for 
ſabmitting to Government ; and that, not 
oaly for Fear, but for Conſcience Sakg ; where 
Government doth not interfere with Con- 
icience: Believing it to be an Ordinance of 
God, and where it is juſtly adminiſtred , 
a great Benefit to Mankind, Tho? it has 
: been 
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been their Lot, through bid Zeal in ſome, 
. | and Iztereſt in others, to have felt the Strokes 
| of it with greater Weight and Rigour than 
any other Perſwaſion in this Age ; whilſt 
they, of all others, Religion {ſet aſide, have 
given the Civil Magiſtrate the leaſt occaſion 
of Trouble in the Diſcharge of his Office. . 
V. Another part ofthe ChareCter of this 
People was, and is, They refuſe to pay 1 ythes, 
or Maintenance to a National Miriſiry ; and 
« that for two Reaſons : The one 1s, They 
believe all compelled Maintenance, even to 
| Goſpel Miniſters, to be Unlawtul, becauſe 
expreſly contrary to Chriſt's Command , 
who ſaid, Freely you have received , freely 
give: At leaſt, that the Maintenance of 
| Goſpel Miniſters ſhould be free and not 
forced. The other Reaſon cf their Refuſal 
| 15, Becauſe thoſe Miniſters are not @oſpe/ 
Ozes, in that the Holy Ghoſt is not their 
| Foundation, but Humane Arts and Parts. 
| So that it is not matter of Humour or Sul- 
| lenneſs, but Pare Conſcience towards God, 
that they cannot help to ſupport National 
Miniſtries where they dwell, which are but 
| too much and too vilibly become ways of 
Worldiy Advantage and Preterment. 
VI. Not to reſpec? Perſons, was and is a- 
nother 
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nother of their DoQrines and Practices, for 
which they were often Buffetted and Abſea. 
They Affirmed it to be /tzfu/ to give Flat- 
tering Titles, or to uſe Vain Geſtures and 
Complements of Reſpect. "Tho? to Virtue 
and Authority they ever made a Difference ; 
but after their P/aiz and Homely Manner, 
yet ſincere and ſubſtantial way : Well re- 
membering the Examples of Moraecai and 
Eliha ; but more eſpecially the Command | 
of their Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, who 
forbad his Followers to call Men Rabb, 
which implies Lord or Maſter ; alſo the fa- 
ſhionable Greetings and Salutations of thoſe 
Times; that ſo Self-love and Honoar , to 
which the proud Mind of Man 1s incident, 
in his fallen Eſtate, might not be Indulged 
but Rebuked. And tho? this render'd their 
Converſation diſagreeable , yet they that 
will remember what Chrift {aid to the Jews, | 
How cap ye believe in me who receive honour | 
one of another, will abate of their reſent- 
ment, if his Dorine has any Credit with 
them. 

VI. They alſo uſed the Plain Language 
of Thou and Thee to a ſingle Perſon, what- 
ever was his Degree among Men, And in- 
deed the Witldom of God was much ſeen 
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in bringing forth this People in ſo Plain an 
Appearance. For it was a Cloſe and Diſtin- 
gaiſhing Teſt upon the Spirits of thoſe they 
came among; {ſhewing their Infides and 
what predominated, notwithſtanding their 
High and Great Profeſſion of Religion. 
This, among the reſt, ſounded fo harſh to 
many of them, and they took it ſo ill, that 
they would ſay, Thou me, Thou my Dog ! ij 
thou gy me, Ill thou thy Teeth down thy 
Throat ; torgetting the Language they uſe 
to God in their own Prayers, and the com- 
208 Stile of the Scriptures, and that it is 
an abſolute and eſſeztial Propriety of Speech. 
And what good alas, had their Religion 
done them, who were ſo ſenſibly toucht 
with Indignation for the uſe of this Plaiz, 
Honeſt and True Speech ? 

VII. They recommended Szlexce by their 
Example, having very few words upon all 
Occaſions. They were at a Word in Dea- 
ling: Nor could their cuſtomers many 
Words tempt them from it ; having more 
regard for 77uth than Cuſtom, to Example 
than Gaiz, They ſought Solitude; but 
when in Company, they would neither uſe 
nor willingly hear V-zeceſſary as well as Un= 
lawful Diicourles : Whereby they A 
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their Minds pare and andiffurved from urs; 


 - profitable Thoughts and Diverſions. Nor 
- could they humour the Cuſtom of Good 
Night, Good Morrow, God Speed, for they 
knew the Night was Good, and the Day 
was Good, without wiſhing of either ; 
and that in the other Expreſſion, the Holy 
Name of God was too lightly and unthink- 
mgly uſed, and therefore taken in Vain, 
Beſides, they were Words and Withes of 
Courſe, and are ufually as little meant, as 
are Loye and Service in the Cuſtom of Ca 
and Knee; and ſuperfiuity in thoſe as a 
as in other things was Burthenſom to them : 
And therefore 'They did not only decline to 
uſe them, but foundthemſelyes often preſ{*d 
to reprove the Practice. 

VIII. For the fame reaſon they forbore 
Drinking to People, or Pleagina of them, as 
the manner of the Wor!” is: A Practice 
that is not only Unneceſſary, but they 
thought Evil 1n the T exa2rcies of it; being a 


| - Provocation to Drink more than did People 


good, as well as that it was 1n it ſelf Ja: 
and Heatheniſh. 

IX. Their way of Marriaze is peculiar to 
them ; and ſhews a diſtinguiſhing Care a- 
bove other Societies profeſling Chriſtiani- 
tY. 
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ty. They ſay that Marriage is an Ordinance 
of God, and that God only can rightly joyn 
Man and Woman in Marriage. T herefore 
they uſe neither Prze/? nor Maeifrate; but 
the Man and Woman concern'd, take each 
other as Husband and Wife in the preſence 
of divers Credible Wicnefſes, promiſing unto 
each other, with God”s Aſſiſtance, to be Loving 
and Faithful in that Relation till Death ſhall 


ſeparate them, But, antecedent to all this, 


They firſt preſent themſelves to the Month- 
ly Meeting for the Aﬀairs of the Church 
where they reſide; there declaring their In- 
tentions to take one another as Husband and 
Wife, if the ſaid Meeting have nothing ma- 
terial to object againſt it. They are con- 
ſtantly askt the neceiſary Queſtions, as in 
Cale of Parents, or Guardians, if they have 
acquainted them with their Intention, and 
have their Conſent, &c. The Method of 
the Meeting is to take a Minute thereof, 
and to appoint Proper Perſons to enquire of 


their Converſation and Clearneſs from alt __ 


others, and whether they have diſcharged 
their Duty to their Parents or Guardians ;- 
and make report thereof to the next Month- 
ly Meeting, where the- fame Partics are de- 
fired to give their Attendance. In caſe it 


ap- 
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appears they have proceeded Orderly, the 
Meeting Paſſes their Propoſal, and ſo Re- 
cords it in their Meeting Book, And in 
Caſe the Woman be a W:idow and hath 
Children, due care 1s there taken that Pro 
viſion al{d' be made by her for the Orphans 
before the Meeting paſs the Propoſal of 
Marriage : Adviſing the Parties concerned 
to appoint a convenient Time and place, 
and to give fitting Notice to their Relati- 
ons, and ſuch Friends and Neighboars, as 
they deſire ſhould be the Witneſſes of 
their Marriage. Where they take one a- 
nother by the Hand, and, by Name, pro- 
miſe Reciprocally Love and Fidelity, after 
the manner before expreſſed. Of all which 
Proceedings, a Narrative, in a way of Cer- 
tificate, 1s made, to which the ſaid Parties 
- firſt ſet their Hands, thereby making it 
their At and Deed; and then divers of 
the Relations, SpeQators and Auditors ſet 
their Names as Witneſſes of what they 
Said and Signed, And this Certificate 1s 
afterward Reg7/frea in the Record belonging 
to the Meeting where the Marriage is So- 
lemnized. Which Regular Method: has 
been, as it deſerves, adjudged in Courts of 
Law agood Marriaze ; where it has _ 
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by Ctoſs and Ill People Diſputed and Con- 
teſted, for want of the accuſtomed For- 
mality of Prieſt and Ring, &c. Ceremo- 
nies they have Refuſed, not out of Humor, 
but Corſcience, reaſonably grounded ; in as 
much as no Scripture Example tells us that 
the Prieſt had any other part of Old Time, 
than that of a Mirzeſs among the reſt, be- 
fore whom the Jews uſed to take one ano- 
ther : And therefore this People look up- 
on 1t as an Impoſition to advance the Power 
and Profits of the Clergy. And for the uſe 
of the Rzzg, it is enough to ſay that it was 
an Heatheniſh and vain Cuſtom, and never 
in Practice among the People of God, Jews 
or Primitive Chriſtians. The words of the 
Uſual form, as With my Body I thee Wor- 
ſpip, &c. are hardly Defenſible. In ſhort, 
they are more Careful, Exact and Regular 
than any Form now uſed ; and it is Free of 
the inconveniencies with which other Me- 
thods are attended : Their Care and Checks 
being ſo many, and ſuch, as no Clandeſtine 
Marriages can be perforni'd among them. 

XN, It may not be unfit to ſay ſomething 
here of their Births and Berials, which 
make up ſo much of the Pop and Solernity 
of too many called Chriſtians, For Births, 
ID the 
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the Parents Name their own Children; 
which 1s uſually ſome days after they are 
Born, in the preſence of the Midwite, if 
ſhe can be there, and thoſe that were at the 
Birth : Who afterward ſign a Certificate, for 
that ,purpoſe prepared, of the Birth and 
Name of the Child, or Children; which is 
Recorded in a proper Book, in the Monthly 
Meeting to which the Parents belong ; a- 
voiding the accuſtomed Ceremonies and 
Feſtivals. 

XI. Their Burials are performed with 
the ſame Simplicity. If the Body of the 
Deceaſed be near any publick Meeting Place, 
it is uſually carried thither, for the more 
convenient Reception of thoſe that Accom- 
pany it to the Burying-Ground. And it fo 
falls out ſometimes, that while the Meeting 
' 15gathering for the Burial, ſome or other has 
a Word of Exhortation, for the ſake of the 
People there met together. After which, 
the Body is born away by the Young Men, 
or thoſe that are of their Neighbourhood, 
or that were moſt of the Intimacy of the 
Deceaſed Party: The Corps being in a 


plain Coffin, without any Covering or Furnti- 


* Faure upon it. At the Ground, they pauſe 
{ometune before they put the Body. into its 
Grave, 
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Grave, that if any = there ſhould have 
any thing upon them to exhort the People, 
they may not be diſappointed, and that the 
Relations may the more Retiredly and So- 
lemnly take their /a/# /eave of the Body of 
their departed Kindred, and the SpeQtators 
have a Senſe of Mortality, by the occaſion 
then given them to refle& upon their own 
Latter End. Otherways, they have no ſer 
Rites or Ceremonies on thoſe Occaſions, 
Neither do the Kindred of the Deceaſed ever 
wear Mourning; they looking upon it as a 
Worldly Ceremony and piece of Pomp 
and that what Mourning is fit for a Chriſti- 
an to have, at the Departure of a beloved 
Relation or Friend, ſhould be worn in the 
Mind, which is only ſenſible of the Loſs, 
and the Love they had to them, and Re- 

membrance of them : To be outwardly ex- 

preſſ*d by a reſpett to their Advice, and care 
. of thoſe they have left behind them, and 
their Love of that they Loved. Which 
ConduQ of theirs, though unmodiſh or un« 
faſhionable, leaves nothing of the Sub- 
ſtance of things negleQed or undone : And 
as they aim at no more, ſo that ſimplicity of 
Life is what they obſerve with great Satif- 
faction; though it ſometimes happens not a 
D 2 & 
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be without the Mockerzes of the vain World 
_ they livenn. 

Theſe things to be ſure gave them a 
Rough and Diſagreeable Appearance with the 
Generality ; who thought them Turners of 
the World upſide down, as indeed, in ſome 
Senſe, they were: But in no other than that 
wherein Paul was ſo charged, viz. To bring 
things back into their Primitive and right Or- 
der again, For theſe,and ſuch like Practices 
of theirs, were not the Reſult of Humour, or 
for civil Diſtinftion, as ſome have fanſied, 
but a Fruit of Inward Senſe, which God, 
- through his holy Fear , had begotten in 
them. They did not conſider how to con- 
tradictthe World, or diſtinguiſh themſelves 
' as a Party from others ; it being none of 
their Buſineſs, as 1t was not their Intereſt : 
No, it was not the Reſult of Conſultation, 
or a framed deſign by which to declare or 
recommend Schiſm or Novelty. But God 
having given them a ſight of themſelves, 
they ſaw the whole World in the ſame Glaſs: 
of Trath ; and ſenſibly diſcerned the Ate- 
tions and Paſttons of Men, and the Riſe 
and 7 exdency of Things : W hat it was that 
ratified the Luft of the Fleſh, the Luſ? of the 
Eye, and the Pride of Life, which are not of 
| tie 
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the Father, but of the World, And that from 
thence Sprang in the Night of Darkneſs and 
Apoſtacy, which hath been over People, 
through their Degeneration from the Light 
and Spirit of God, theſe and many other 
vain Cuſtoms, which are ſeen by the Hea- 
venly Day of Chriſt that dawns in the 
Soul, to be, either wrong in their Original, 
or, by Time and Abuſe, Hurtful in their 
Pratice. And though theſe things ſeemed 
Trivial to ſome, and rendered this People 
Stingy and Conceited in ſuch Perſons Opint- 
on; there was and is more in them than 
they were or are aware of, 

It was not very eafie to our Primitive 
Friends, to make themſelves Szhts and Spe- 
fracles, and the Scorn and Deriſion of the 
World; which they eaſily foreſaw muſt be 
the Conſequence of ſo Unfaſhionable a Con- 
verſation in it. But herein was the Wit- 
dom of God ſeen in the Fooliſhneſs of theſe 
things; Firſt , That they diſcovered the 
Satisfaction and Concery that People had in 
and for the Faſhions of this World, not- 
withſtanding their high Pretences to ano- 
ther; in that any diſappointment about 
them came ſo very near them, as that the 
greateſt Honeſty, Virtue, Wiſdom and Abili- 
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ty,were «#welcom without them.Secondly,Tt 
> ſeaſonably and profit ably divided Converſation : 

{ For this making their Society «xeaſie to their 
Relations and Acquaintance, it gave them 
' the opportunity of more Retirement and Soli- 
* fade; wherein they met with better Compa- 
* Ny, even the Lord God their Redeemer ; and 
| grew ſtrong in his Love, Power and V1{- 
; dom, and were thereby better qualtfied for 
| His Service: And the ſucceſs abundantly 
* ſhow'dit: _— be the Nam of the Lord. 

» And though they were not Great and 
. Learned in the Efteem of this World ( for 
» then they had not wanted Followers upon 
* their own Credit and Authority ) yet they 

were generally ofthe moft Sober of the ſeyeral 

Perſwafions they were 1n,and of the of? Re- 
putefor Religion; and many of them of good 

Capacity, Subſtance and Account among Men. 

And alfo ſome among them wanted not 
| for Parts, Learning, or Eſtate; though 

" then, as of Old, vor many Wife, or Noble, 

&c, were called; or at leaſt recaived the Hea- 
 venly Call, becaufe of the Croſs that attend- 
; ed the Profeſſion of it in Sincerity, But net- 
| ther do Parts or Learning make Men the 
| better Chriftians, though the better Ora- 
 torsand Diſputants ; and it is the _— 

| (0, 
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of People about the Divine Gift that cauſes 
that vulgar and miſchievous miſtake. Theo- 
ry and Praftice, Speculation and Enjoyment, 
Words and Life, are two things. Oh *tis 
the Penitent, the Reformed , the Lowly, 
the Watchful, the Self-denying and Holy 
Soul that is the Chriſtian | And that Frame 1s 
the Fruit and Work of the Sprrit, which is 
the Life of Jeſus : Whoſe Life, though hid 
in the fulneſs of it in God the Father, 1s ſhed 
abroad in the Hearts of them that truly Be- 
lieveaccording to their Capacity. Oh that 
People did but know this to Cleanſe them, 
to Circumciſe them, to Quicken them, and 
to make them New Creatares indeed ! Re- 
created,or Regenerated after Chriſt Jeſus unto 
good Works; that they might live to God 

and not to themſelves; axd offer ap livin 
Prayers and living Praiſes, to the livin God, 
through his own living Spirit, in which he is 

only to be Worſhipped 1n this Goſpel! Day. 
Oh that they that read me could but feel 
me ! For my Heart 1s aftetted with this 
Merciful Viſitation of the Father of Lights 
and Spirits to this poor Nation, and the 
whole World, through the ſame Teſtimo- 
ny. Why ſhould the Inhabitants thereof 
reject it ? Why ſhould they /oſe the Bleſſed 
D 4 Bene- 


(56) 
Benefit ofit ? Why ſhould they not tur» to 
the Lordwith all their Hearts, and ſay from 


| 


the Heart, Speak Lord, for now thy poor Sex- | 


wants hear ? Oh that thy Will may be done; 
thy Great, thy Good and Holy Will, in Earth as 


it is in Heaven | Do it in us, ao it upon ws, 


do what thou wilt with ws; for we are thine, and \ 
'# 


deſire to glorifie thee our Creator, both for that, 
and becauſe thou art our Redeemer ;, for thou 
art redeeming #s from the Earth ; from the Va- 
zities aud Pollutions of it, to be a Peculiar Peo- 

le unto thee, Oh this were a Brave Day for 
Erzland, if fo ſhe could fay in Truth ! But 
alas, the Caſe is otherwiſe ; for which ſoxze 
of thine Inhabitants, O Land of my Nativi- 
ty ! have mourned over thee with b:tter 
Wailing and Lamentation, Their Heads 
have been indeed as Waters, and their Eyes as 
Fountains of Tears, becauſe of thy Tranl- 
greſſion and Stiftneckedneſs; becauſe thou 
wilt not Hear, and Fear and Return to the 
Rock, even thy Rock, O England! from 
whence thou wert Hewen. But be thou 
warned, O Land of great Profeſſion, to re- 
ceivelim into thy Heart : Bchold, at 7hat 
Door it 1s he hath ſtood fo long Knocking ! 
but thou wilt yet have none of him. Oh be 


thou awakened, leſt Fernuſalens Judements 
© =H do 
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do ſwiftly overtake thee, becauſe of Jerus* 
ſales Sins that abound in thee. For ſhe 
abounded in Formality, but made void the 
Weiehty things of God's Law as thou daz- 
ly aveſt. 
She withſtood the Son of God in the 
Fleſh, and thou reſiſteſt the Son of God iz 
the Spirit, He would have ome her as 
an Hen gathereth her Chickens under her 
Wings, and ſhe would nor ; /o would he have 
gathered thee out of thy Lifes!eſs Profeſſion, 
and have brought thee to inherit Subſtance ; tQ 
have known his Power and Kingdom : For 
which heoften knockt within, by lis Grace 
and Spirit ; and without, by his Servants 
and Witneſſes : But thou wouldeſt not be ga- 
thered : But on the Contrary, as Jeruſalem 
of old Perſecuted the Manifeſtation of the 
Son of God inthe Fleſh, and Cracified him, 
and Whipt, and Imprijoned his Servants ; fo 
haſt thou, O Land ! Crucified to thy ſelf 4- 
freſh the Lord of Lite and Glory, and done 
deſpite to his Spirit of Grace; lighting 
the Fatherly Viſitation, and Per/ecating the 
blefſed Diipenfers of it by thy Laws and 
Magi/trates: Though they have Early and 
Late pleaded with thee in the Pgper and Spi- 
rit of the Lord ; in Love and Meckreſs, that 
thou 
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', thou mighteſt know the Lord and ſerve him; 


and become the Glory of all Lands. 
But thou haſt Evilly entreated and requi- 


| ted them. - Thou haſt /er at nozzht all their 
| Counſel, and would have none of their Re- 
proof, as thou ſhou{deſt have done. Their 
| — -arcoge was t00 Straight, and their Qua- 


cations were too Meas for thee to receive 


* them; like the ſews of Old, that cried, Is 


not this the Carpenters Son, and are not his 


' Brethren among us; which of the Scribes, of 
" tht Learned ( the Orthodox ) believe in him? 
| Propheſying their Fal ina Year or two, and 
{ making and executing of ſevere Laws to 
} bring 1t to paſs: Endeavouring to terrifie 
'them out of their Holy way, or deſtroy 
þ them forabiding Faithful to it. But thou 
| haſt ſeen how many Governments that riſe 
q -- them, and determined their Down- 


|, have been overturned and extinguiſhed, 


F and that they are ſtill preſerved, and be- 


come a great anda conſiderable People, a- 


& mong the Middle fort of thy numerous In- 
F habitants. And notwithſtanding the many 
difficulties Without and Within, which they 
#. have Laboured under, ſince the Lord God 


> Eternal firſt gathered them, they are an Ex- 
F- ereafing People ; the Lord (till auding unto 


them, 


5 - 


them, in divers Parts, ſuch as (ball be fa» 
ved, if they perſevere to the End. Aad to 


. Thee, O Exoland! were they, and are the 
7 © / 


lifted up as a S:andard, ad as 2 {ity (et ups 
on a Hill, and to the Nations round about 
thee, that iz their Light thou may'/t come to 


ſee Light, even in Chriſt Jeſus, the Light of 
the World, and therefore thy Lio9t, and Life 


too, if thou wouldit bur turn from thy many 
evil ways, and receive and obey it. For 7 
the Light of the Lamb, ngu/l the Nations of 
them that are ſaved walk, as the Scripture 
Teſtifies, 

Remember, O Nation of great Profeſſ1- 
on ! How the Lord has waited upon thee 
ſince the Dawnirgs of Reformation, and the 
many Mercies and Judgments by which he 
has pleaded with Tice ; and Awake and 4+ 
rife out of thy deep Tlzep, and yet hear Is 
Word iz thy Heart that thou may'lt live. 

Let not this thy day of Vi{7:atzox pats over 
thy Head, nornegic& thou ſo great Salva- - 
tion as is This which is come to thy Houle, 
Oh Ezeland! For why ſhould*ft thou die, 
Oh Land that God defires to Bleſs ! Be afſu- 
red zt is He that has been in the nnd®{t of 
This People, in the midſt of Thee, and not 
a Deluſion, as thy miftaken Teachers _ \ 

made 


> 
- 
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made Thee believe. And this thou ſhalt 
find by their Marks and Fruits, if thou wilt 
conſider them in the Spirit of Modera- 
tion. 


CHAP. 1. 


Of the Qualifications of their Miniſtry, 
+ , Eleven Marks that it is Chri- 
{..Ftian. 

hp” Hey were changed Men themſelves 
| before they went about to change 
others. Their Hearts were Rent as well as 
their Garments ; and they knew the Power 
and Work of God upon them. And this 
was ſeen by the great Alteration it made, 
_ and their ſfri&er Courle of Lite, and more 
Godly Converlation that immediately fol- 
lowed upon 1t. 

IT. They went not forth, or Preached in 
their oz Time or Will, but in the Will of 
God; and Spoke not their own ſtudied Mat- 
ter, but as they were opened and moved of 


EF his Spirit, with which they were well ac- 


quaintec 
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* | quainted in their own Converſion: Which 
cannot be expreſed to Carnal Men fo as to 
give them any intelligible account ; for to* 
{uch it is as Chriſt ſaid, like the blowing of 
the Wind, which no man knows whence 
it cometh, or whither it goeth. Yet this 
Proof and Seal went along with their Mini- 
ſtry, that many were turned from thew 
Life-leſs Profeſſions, and the Evil of their 
Ways, to an ward and experimental know- 
ledge of God, and an Holy Lite, as thou- 
ſands can witucls, And as they Freely re- 
ceived what they had to ſay from the Lord, 
ſothey Freely adminiſter*d 1t to others. 

HI. The Bezt and Szreſs of their Mini» 
ſtry was Converſion to God ;- Reatneration 
and Holineſs, Not Schemes .of :PofQtrines 
, | and Verbal Creeds, or new Formsof- Wor- 

ſhip; But a leaving off in Religzorthe Su-- 

perfluous, and reducing the*Ceremonious 

and Formal part, and preffing earneſtly the 
Subſtantial, the MVeceſſary and Profitable 
part to the Soul ; as all, upon a ſerious Re- 
flection, muſt and Co accknowledge. 

IV. They directed People to a Principle 
mn themſclves, tho? not of themſelves, by 
which all that they afſerted, Preached and 
Exhorted others to, might be wrovght in :- 
them, + 


a OY OT Þo: bindings A AS ACEC ade. nd fc. lc UE co "rh # cn Dd 1 ob tn EA 


(62) 
them, and known to them, through Expe- 
Tience, to be true: Which 15a #2þ and 
aiftineuiſhing Mark of the Truth of their 
Miniſtry, both that they knew what they 
ſaid, and were not afraid of coming 
to the Teſt, For as they were bold 


from Certainty, ſo they required Con- | 


formity upon no Humane Authority, but 


upon Corvidtion, and the Convittion of 


This Princiofe , which they aſſerted was 1n 
them that they Preached unto, and unto that 
they diretcd them, that they might ex- 
mine and prove the Reality of thoſe things 
which they ha! afirmed of it, as to 1ts 
Manifeſtation and Work in Man. And 
this is more than the many Miniſtries 1n the 
World pretended to. They declare of 
Religion, ſay many things true, in words, 
of God, Chriſt, and the Spirit ; of Holineſs 
and Heaven ; that all Men ſhould Repeat and 
mend their Lives, or they will zo to Hell, &C. 


But which of them «ll pretend to ſpeak of 


their own Knowledee and Experience? Or 
ever direted Men to a Divine Principle, 
or Apent, placed of God i» Maz, to help 
him; and how to know it, and wait to feel 
Its Power to work that gocd and acceptable 
Will of God in them. 
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Some of them indeed have Spoke of the 
Spirit, and the Operations of it to SanCtifi- 
cation, and Performance of Worſhip to 
God ; but Where, and How to find it; and 
' wait in it, to perform our duty to God, was 
yet as a Myſtery to be declared by this fur- 
ther degree of Reformation. So that this 
People did not only in words, more than 
equally preſs Repentance, Converſion and 
Holineſs, but did it knowingly and experi- 
mentally; and directed thoſe, to whom they 
preach'd, to a ſufficient Principle ; and told 


| them where it was, and by what Tokens they 


might know it, and which way they might 
experience the Power and Efficacy of it to 
their SouP's Happineſs. Which is more 
than Theory and Speculation, upon which 
moſt other Miniſtries depend : For here is 
certainty ; a Bottom upon which Man may 
boldly appear before God in the great Day 
of Account. 

V. They reached to the Inward State and 


| Condition of People, which is an Evidence 


of the Virtue of their Principle, and of 
their Miniſtring from it, and not from their - 
own Imaginations, Gloſſes or Comments 
upon Scripture. For nothing reaches the 

Heart, but what is from the Heart, or pier- 
| CCS 
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ces the Conſcience, but what comes from a 


living Conſcience. iſnſomuch as it hath 


often happened, where People have under 
Secrecy revealed their State or condition to 
ſome choice Friends, for Advice or Eaſe, 
they have been ſo particularly directed in the 
Miniſtry of this People, that they have 
challenged their Friends with diſcovering 
their Secrets, and telling the Preachers their 
Caſes,to whom a word had not been fpoken. 
Yea, the very Thouzhts and Parpoſes of the 
hearts of many have been fo plainly detect- 
ed, that they have, like Vathanael, cryed 
out, of this inward appearance of Chriſt, 
Thou art the Sow of God, Thou art the Kjng 
of Tſrael. And thoſe that have embraced 
this Divine Principle, have found this Mark 
of its Truth and Divinity (that the Wo- 
man of Samaria did of C!:r:{t when 1n the 
Fleſh, to be the Mej/ial,) viz. It had told 
them all that ever they had doe; ſhowed them 
their zz{/des, the moſt ;zward fecrets of their 
Hearts, and laid Judgment to the Line, and 
Righteouſneſs to the Plu:nmet ; of which 
Thouſands can, at this day, give in their 
Witneſs. So that nothing has been afhr- 
med by this People, of the Power and 
Virtue of this Heavenly Principle, on 

| tucn 
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ſuch as have turned to it have not found 
true, and more; and that oze half had not 
been told to them of what they have ſeen of 
the Power, Parity, Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
God therein, 

VI. The Accompliſhments with which 
this Principle fitted, even ſome of the mean- 
eſt of this People, for their Work and;Ser- 
vice : Furniſhing fome of them with an 


traordinary Underſtanding in Divine Thing$» , 
and an admirable Fluency and Taking way Q 


of Expreſſion, which gave occaſion to ſome 
to wonder, ſaying of them, as of their Ma- 
ſter, 1s not this ſuch a Mechanick”s Son, how 
came he by this Learning ? As from thence 0- 
thers took occaſion to ſuſpect and inſfinuate 
they were Jeſaites in Diſguiſe, who have 
had the Reputation of Learned Men for an 
Age paſt, though there was not the leaſt 
ground of Truth for any ſuch Reflection. 
In that their Miniſters are kuown, the places 
of their Abode, their Kindred and Educa- 
t10N, 

VII. That they riſe Low, and Deſpiſed, 
and Hated, as the Primitive Chriſtians did, 
and not by the help of Worldly Wildom of 
Power, as former Reformations, in parr , 
bave done : But in a:hings, it may be _ 
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this People were brought forth in the Croſs; 
in a Contradittion to the Ways, Worſhip, 
Faſhions and Cuſtoms of this World ; yea, 
againſt Wind and Tide, that ſo no Fleſh 
might Glory before God. 

* VIIE. They could have 0 deſign to them- 


fetves in this Work, thus to expoſe them | 
ſelyes to Scorz and Abuſe; to ſpend and be | 


ſpent : Leaving W:fe and Children, Houſe 
nd Lazd, and all that can be accounted dear 
to Men,with their lives in their Hands, being 
daily in Jeopardy to declare this Primitive 


efſage, revived in their Spirits, by the | 


good Spirit and Power of God. wz. 

© That God is Light,and in him 1s nodark 
*neſs at all; and that he has ſent his Son a 
*Light into the World to enlighten all Men 
*1n order to Salvation; and that they that ſay 


© they have Fellowſhip with God and are his 


* Children and People,and yet walk in Dark- 
*nefs, viz, in Dilobedience to the Light 1n 


© their Conſciences, and after the Vanity of | 


*this World, they lie ad do not the Truth, 
* But that all ſuch as love the Light, and 
* bring their Deeds to it, and walk in the 
* Light, as God is Light, the blood of Jeſus 
© Chriſt his Son ſhould cleanſe them from all 
" 220. | Thus Jo. 1.4.19. Ch. }. 20. 28. 
C1 Jo.1.5.0.7. IX. 


AS —A. as *® a 


%F w ww 3 GG. 0 


| (67) 
IX. Their known great Conftancy and 
Patience in Suffering for their Teſtimony, in 
all the Branches of it; and that fometimes 
unto Death, by Beatings, Bruiſings, long 
and crowded Imprifonments, and Noiſom Dun- 
ons, Four of them in New England Dying 
y the Hands of the Execntiozer, purely for 


; Preaching amongſt that People : Beſides Ba- 


niſhments, and Exceſſive Plunders and Seque- 
fſtrations of their Goods and Eſtates, almoſt 
in all parts; not eaſily to be expreſſed, and 
leſs to have been endured, bur by thoſe that 


| have the ſupport of a good and glorious 


Cauſe; refuſing Deliverance by any indire&t 
ways or means, as oftenas it was offered to 
them, 

X. That they did not only, not ſhow 
any diſpoſition to Revenge, when it was at 
any time in their Power ; but forgave their 
cruel Ezemies; ſhewing Mercy to thoſe that 


| had ore for them: 


XI. their P/ainneſs with thoſe in Autho- 
rity, like the Antient Prophets, not fearing 
torell themyto theirFaces,of their Private and 
Pablick Sins ; and their Prophectes to them 
of their Aflictions and Downfal, when in 
the Top of their Glory. Alſo of ſome Nati- 


onal Judgments, as of the Plague, and Fire 
| E 2 of 
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of London, mm expreſs Terms: And like. 
wiſe particular ones to divers Perſecutors, 
which accordingly overtook them, and 
were very remarkable in the Places where| 
they dwelt, which in time may be made 
publick for the Glory of God. 

Thus, Reader, thou ſeeſt this People in 
their Riſe, Principles, Miniſtry and Progreſs; 
both their General and Particular Teflino 
ny : By which thou maiſt be informed, how, 
and upon what foot they Sprang and became 
ſo conſiderable a People. It remains next 
that Iſhew alſo their Care, Condud# and 
Diſcipline, as a Chriſtian and *Reformed 
Socicty ; that they might be found living 
up to their own Principles and Profeſſion. 
And this, the rather, becauſe they have 
hardly ſuffered more in their CharaQter 
from the Unjuſt Charge of Error, than by 
the falſe Imputation of Dzſorder : Which 
Calumny indeed has not failed to follow all 
thc true ſteps that were ever made to Re- 
formation, and under which Reproach none 
{uftered more than the Primitive Chriſtians 
themſelves, that were the Honour of Chri- 
{tianity, and the great Lights and Examples 
of theur own and {ucceeding Ages. 


CHAP. | 


(%) 


C H AP. IV. 


of the Diſcipline and Pratice of this 
People as a Religious Society. The 
Church Power they own and ezer- 
ciſe, and that which they rejeft and 
condemn : With the Method of their 
Proceedings againſt Erring and 
Diſorderly Perfens 


His People encrexfing daily both in 
Town and Country, an Holy Cars 

fell upon ſome of the Elders among them, 
for the Benefit and Service of the Church. 
And the firſt Buſineſs in their View, after 
the Example of the Primitive Saints, was 
the exerciſe of Charity ; to ſupply the Necel- 
ſities of the Poor, and anſwer the like Oc- 
caſions. Wherefore Collections were early 
and liberally made for that and divers other 
Services in the Church, and intruſted with 


Faithful Men, Fearing God, and of Good 
E 3 Report, 
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Report, who were not weary in well-doing; 
adding often of their owz, in large Propor- 
tions, which they never brought to account, 
or defired ſhould be known, much lets re- 
ſtored to them, that none might want, nor 
any Service be retarded or diſappointed. 
They were allo very caretul,that every one 
that belonged to them, anſwered their Pro- 
Rflzon in their Behaviour among Men, up- 
enall Occaſions ; that they lived Peaceably, 
and were in all things good Examples, 
They found themſelves engaged to record 
their Sufferings and Services : And in caſe of 
Marriage, which they could not perform 
1n the uſual Methods of the Nation, but a- 
mong themſelves, they took care that all 
things were clear between the Parties and 
all others: And it was then rare that any 
One entertain'd an Inclination to a Perſon 
on that account, till he or ſhe had commu- 
meated it fecretly to ſome yery Weighty 
and Eminent Friends among them, that 
they might have aſenſe of the matter ; 
looking to the Council and Unity of their 
Brethren as of great Moment to them. 
But. becauſe the Charge of the Poor, the 


- Number of Orphans, Varriages, Sufterings 
_ and other matters multiplied, and that it 


wa 


(71 
was good that the Churches were in ſome 
way and Method of proceeding in ſuch 
Afﬀairs among them, to the end they might 
the better correſpond upon occaſion, where 
a Member of one Meeting might have to do 
with one of another; It pleaſed the Eord 
in his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, to open the 
Underſtanding of the firſt Inſtrument of 
this Diſpenſation of Lite, about a Good and 
Orderly way of Proceeding: Who felt 
an Holy Concern to viſit the Churches in 
Perſon thoroughout this Nation, to begin 
and eſtabliſh it among them : And by his 
Epiſtles the like was done in other Nations 
and Provinces abroad ; which he alſo after- 
wards Viſited, and helped in that Service, 
* {hall be obſerved when I come to ſpeak of 
im. 

Now the Care, Conduit and Diſcipline, T 
have been {ſpeaking of, and which are now 
-- among this People, 1s as follow- 
eth. 

This Godly Elder, in every County 
where he travelled, exhorted them, that 
Some, out of every Meeting of Worſhip, 
ſhould meer together once 1n the Month, 
to confer about the Wants and Occaſions of 
the Church. And as the Caſe required, 
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ſo thoſe Monthly Meetings were” fewer or | 


more in number in every reſpective County: 
Four or Six Meetings of Worſhip, uſually 
making one Mozthly Meeting of Buſineſs, 
And accordingly the Brethren met him from 
place to place, and began the faid Meetings, 
viz. For the Poor,Orphans, Orderly Walking, 
Jategrity to their Profeſſion, Births, Marria- 
ges, Burials, Sufferings, &c. And that theſe 
Monthly Meetings ſhould, in each County, 
make up one Quarterly Meeting, where the 


moſt Zealous and Eminent Friends of the |. 


County ſhould aſſemble to Communicate, 
Adviſe and Help cne another, eſpecially 
when any Buſineſs {:emed difficult , or a 
Mozthly Meeting was tender of determining 
a Matter. 

Alſo that theſe ſeveral Quarterly Meetings 
ſhould digeſt the Reports of their Monthly 
Meetings, and prepare one for each re- 
ſpective County, againſt the Nearly Mzeting, 
in which all Qzarter/y Meetings reſolve; 
which 1s held in Loxdoz; Where the 
Churches in this Nation, and Orher Nati- 
035 and Provinces Meet by c5ojex Members 
of their Reſpective Counties, both mutual 
/y to communicate their Church fairs, and 
to adviſe and be adyifed in any _— 
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quiſite Stock for the diſcharge of general 
Expences for general Services in the Church, 
aot needtul to be here particularized. 

At thele Meetings Azy of the Members 
of the Churches may come, 1f they pleaſe, 
and ſpeak their Minds freely, in the Fear of. 
God, to any matter; but the Mind of each 
Quarterly Meeting, therein repreſented, is 
chiefly underſtood, as to particular Caſes, in 
the Senſe delivered by the Perſons deputed 
or choſen for thatService by the ſaid Meeting. 

During their Yearly Meeting, to which 
their other Meetings referr in their Order, 
and naturally Reſolve themſelves, care is 
taken by a Sel/et? Number, for that ſervice 
choſen by the General Afſembly, to draw 
up the Minutes of the faid Meeting, upon 
the ſeveral matters that have been under 
Conſideration therein; to the end that the 
Reſpective Qzarterly and Monthly Meetings 
may be informed of all Proceedings ; | 
together with a general Exhortation to 
Holineſs, Unity and Charity, Ot all 
which Proceedings in Yearly, Quarterly 
and Monthly Meetings, due Record 1s kept 
by ſome One appointed for that Service, or 
that hath voluntarily undertaken it. Theſe 
Mectings 
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Meetings are opened, and uſually concluded 
mn their Solemn' waiting upon God, who is 
ſometimes graciouſly pleaſed to anſwer 
them with as ſi2zal Evidences of his Love 


-, and Preſence, as in any of their Meetings 
of Worſhip. 


It is further to be Noted, that in theſe 
Solemn Aſſemblies, for the Church's Service, 
there is no one preſides among them after 
the manner of the Aſſemblies of other 
People: Chzifþ only being their Preſzaext, 
as he 1s pleaſed to appear in Life and Wiſdom 
in any one or more of them, to whom, 


» whatever be their Capacity or Degree, the 


reſt adhere with a Firm Unity; not of Au 
thority but Conviftion, which is the Divine 
Authority and Way of Chriſt's Power and 
Spirit in his People: Making good his bleſſed 
Promuſe, That he would be in the Milt of his, 
where and whenever they were met together in his 
Name, even tothe End of the World, So be it. 

Now it may be expected, ſhould here ſet 


- down what fort of Authority 1s exerciſed 


by this People, upon ſuch Members of 
their Society as correſpond not 1n their Lives 


with their Profeſhon, and that are Re- 
fFractory, to this good and wholeſom Order 
detled among them ; and the rather , be- 
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cauſe they have not wanted their Reproach 
and Sufferings from ſome Tongues and Pex, 
upon this occaſion, 1n a plentitul manner. 
The Power they exerciſe is ſuch as Chriſt 
has given to his own People, to the End of 
the World, in the Perſons of his Diſciples ; 
viz, To Overſee, Exhort, Reprove, and 
after long Suffering and Watting upon the 
Diſobedient and Refractory, to* Diſown 
them, as any more of their Communion, Or 
that they will any longer ffand Charged iz 
the Sight and Judgement of God or Men, with 
their Converſation or Behaviour as one of them, 
untill tbey Repent., The ſubject matter a- 
| bout which this Authority, in any of the 
+ Branches of it, 1s Exerciſed, is 
Firſt, in Relation to common and general 
Praftice; and Secondly, about thoſe things 
; that more ſtriatly reterr to their ow? Cha- 
rafter and Profeſſion, and which diltinguiſh 
them from all other Profeſſors of Chriftiant- 
ty; avoiding two Extreams upon which 
many Split, viz. Perſecution and Liberti- 
niſm, That is, a Coercive Power, to Whip 
People into the Temple; that ſuch as wall 
not Comtorm, tho? againſt Faith and Con- 
ſcience, ſhall be anni 1n their Perſons or 
Eſtates: Or leaving all looſe and at large, as 
ro 


(76) 
to Praftice; and ſo unaccountable to all but 
God and the Magiſtrate. To which hurt- 
ful Extream, nothing has more contributed 
than the Abuſe of Church Power, by ſuch 
as ſuffer their Paſſions and private Intereſts 
to prevail with them to carry 1t to Outward 
Force and Corporal Puniſhment. A Pra- 
tice they have been taught to diſlike, by 
their extream Sufferings, as well as their 
known Principle for an Univerſal Liberty of 
Conſcience, 

On the other hand, they equally diſlike 
an Inaependancy in Society. An unaccountable- 
neſs in Praftice and Converſation to the 
Rates and Terms of their own Communion, 
and to thoſe that zre the Members of it. 
They diſtinguiſh between Impoſing any 
Practice that immediately regards Fazth or 
Worſhip ( which is never to be done or ſuf- 
fered, or ſubmitted unto ) and requiring 
Chriſtian Compliance with thoſe Methods 
that only reſpe&tChurch Buſineſs in its more 
Civil part and Concern; and that regard 
_ the Dzſcreet and Oraerly Maintenance of the 
Character of the Society as a Sober and Relj- 
gions Community, Tn ſhort, what is for the 
Promotion of Holineſs and Charity, that Men 
may Pradice what they profeſs, /ive vo to 
their 
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their own Principles, and not be at Liberty 
to give the Lie to their own Profeſſion with- 
out Rebuke,is their V/e and Limit of Church 
Power. They compel none 7o them , but 
oblige thoſe that are of them to walk Saz- 
tably, or they are dexyed by them : That is all 
the Mark they ſet upon them, and the Power 
they Exerciſe, or Judge a Chriſtian Society 


; can Exerciſe, upon thoſe that are the Mem- 


bers of it. 

The way of their Proceeding againſt 
ſuch as have Lapſt or Tranſgreſt, is this. 
He is viſited by ſome of them, and the mat- 
ter of Fact laid Home to him, be it any evil 
Practiceagainſt known and general Vertue, 
or any Branch of their Particular Teſtimony, 
which he, in Common, profeſſeth with 
them. They labour with him in much 
Love and Zeal for the good of his Soul, the 
Honour of God, and Reputation of their Pro- 
tefſion, to own his Fault and condemn it, in 
as ample a Manner as the Evil or Scandal 
was given by him ; which for the molt part, 
is performed by ſome Writtey Teſtimony 
under the parties Hand : And if it fo happen 
that the party prove Refractory, and is not 
willing to c/ear the Truth,they profels, from 


_ the Reproach of his or her evil doing or Un- 


faithfulneſs, 
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ties and due waiting for a Token of Repen- | 


' the ſame as a Teſtimony of their care for the 


-*0n. Foras God, fo his true People Upbraid | 
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faithfulneſs, they, after repeated Entrea: 


rance, give forth a Paper to diſown ſuch a 
FaQ,, and the Party offending : Recording 


Honour of the Truth they profeſs. 

And if heor ſhe ſhall clear their Profeffion 
and themfelves, by fincere Acknowledg- 
ment of their Fault, and Godly ſorrow 
for ſo doing, they are received and looked | 
upon again as Members of their Communi- 


zo Man after Repentance. | | 

This is the account T had to give of the 
People of God called Quakers, as to their 
Riſe, Appearance, Principles and Pradtices 
in this Age of the World, both with Re- 
ſpect to their Faith and Worſpir, Diſcipline 
and Converſation. AndT Judge it very pro- 
per in this place, becauſe it 1s to Preface the 
Foarnal of the Firſt Bleſſed and Glorious In- 
ftrument of this Work, and for a Teſtimo=- 
ny to Himin his ſingular Qualifications and 


Services, in which he abunda;ztly excelled 1ri | 
. this day, and are worthy to be ft forth as 


an Example to all ſuccecding Times; to the 
Glory of the Moſt High God, and for a juſt 


Al 


Memorial to that Worthy and Excellent 
Man, 


CS, & a4 
Man, his Faithful Servant and Apoſtle to this 
"Þ Generation of the World. 


L 2; PeTedh 
| CHAP. V. 


| Of the Firſt Inftrument or Perſon by 
| whom God was pleaſed to gather this 
People into the way they Profeſs. 
His Name G. Fox : His many ex- 
| . cellent Qualifications ; fhiwing 4 
| Divine, ani not a Human Power to 
have been thar Origiral in Him. 
His Troubles end Sufferings bath 
| from wWitiout and within, His End 


and [ riumph . 


Am now come to the Third Head or 

Branch of my Preface, viz. 'The [aſtru- 
mental Author, For it 1s Natural for ſome: 
j to ſay, Well, here is the People and Work, 
but where and who was the Maz, the I[»- 
ftrument : He that in this Age was ſent to 
begin this Work and Peopte? I ſhall, as 
God 


( 8 ) 


God ſhall enable me, declare who and what 
he was, not only by report of others, but 
from my own long and moſt inward Con- 
verſe and intimate knowledge of him ; for 
which my Scu' bleſſeth God, as it hath often 
done : And T doubt not, but by that timeT 
have diſcharged my ſelf of this part of my 
Preface, my ſer:ous Readers will believe I 
had good Cauſe lo to do. 

The Bleſſed Inſtrument of, and in this 
day of God, and of whom I am now about 
to Write, was Geozge For, diſtinguiſhed 
from another of that Name, by that Other's 
addition of Tourger to his Name 1n all his 
Writings ; not that he was fo in Years, but 
that he was ſoin the Truth : But he was alſo 
a Worthy Man , Witneſs and Servant of 
God inchis time. 

But this George Fox was Born in Lecwe- 
ſter-ſhire , about the Year 1624. He de- 
ſcended of Honeſt and Sufficient Parents, 
who endeavoured to bring him up, as they 
did the reſt of their Children, in the Way 
and Worſhip of the Nation: Etpccially bus 
Mother, who was a. Woman accompli{ht a- 
bove moſt of her Degree in the place where 
ſhe lived. But from a Child he appeared 
of another Frame of Mind than the ret of lus 
Bres 
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Brethren ; being wore Religious, Inward , 
Still, Solid, and Obſerving beyond his Tears, 
as the Anſwers he would give, and the Que- 
ſtions he would put, ' upon occaſion, mani- 
 feſted, to the Aſtoniſhment of thoſe that 
heard him, eſpecially in Devine Things. 

His Mother taking Notice of his Singular 
Temper, and the Gravity, Wifdom and Piety 
that very early ſhined through him, refu= 
ſing Ch:/diſh and Lain Sports, and Company, 
when very Young : She was Tender and 
Indulgent over him, ſo that from her he 
met with little Difficulty. As to his Em 
ployment he was brought up in Country Bu= 
linefs, and as he took moſt delight in Sheep, 
fo he was very skilful in them : An Employ- 
ment that very well ſuited his mind in feve- 


| ral RefpeQs, both for its I»nocency and Soli= 


tude; and was a juſt Emblem of his after Mi- 
niftry and Service. 

T {hall not break in upon his own Account, 
which is by much the beſt that can be given, 


' | and therefore deſire, what I can, to avoid 
| faying any thing of what is faid already, 
| as to the particular Paſſages of his coming 


forth: Bur, in general, when he was ſome- 
what above Twenty he left his Friends, 
and viſited the moſt Retired and Religious 

F People 
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People in thoſe Parts : And ſome there were 
ſhort of few, if any, in this Nation,who wait« 
ed for the Conſolation of Tirael Night and Day; 
as Agcherias, Annaand good ola Simeon did 
of Old Time. To theſe he was ſent, and 
theſe he ſought out in the Neighbouri 
Countys, and among them he Sojourned ti 
his more ample Miniſtry came upon him, 
At this time he taught and was an Example 
of Silence, endeavouring to bring them from 
Self-performances: Teſtifying of and tur- 
ning them to the Light of Chriſt within 
them, and encouraging them to wait in Pa- 
tience to feel the Power of it to ſtir in their 
Hearts, that their Knowledge and Worſhip 
of God might ſtand in the Power of an 
Emaleſs Life, which was to be found 1n'the 
Light, as it was obeyed in the Manifeſtation 
of it in man. For in the Word was Life, 


and that Life 1s the Light of Men. Life in } 


the Word, Lz:zht in Men ; and Life i» Mer 
too, as the Light 1sobeyed : The Children 
of the Light living by the Life of the Word, 
by which the Word begets them again to 
God, which is the Repexeration and New- 
Birth, without which there is no coming 
into the Kingdom of God: And .to which , 
whoever comes, is greater than John; 
that 


( 33 ) 
that is, than John"s Diſpenſation, which was 
not that of the Kingdom, but the Conſum- 
mation of the Legal, and Forerunning of 
the Goſpel Times, the time of the Kzngdom. 
Accordingly, ſeveral Meetings were gather- 
ed in thoſe Parts; and thus his Time was 
employed for fome Years. 

In 1652, He being in his uſual Retire- 
ment, his Minde exerciſed towards the 
Lord, upon avery High Mountain, in 
{ome of the hither parts of Torkſbire, as I take 
it, he had aViſon of the great Work 
of God in the Earth, and of the way that 


| hewas to go forth in a publick Miniſtry, to 


begin it. He ſaw People,as thick as Mores iz 
the Sun, that ſhould, in time, be brought 
Home to the Lord, that there might be 
but one Shepherd and one Sheeptold in all 
the Earth. There his Eye was direed 
Northward, beholding a great People that 
{hould receive him and his Meſſage in thoſe 
Parts. Upon this Mountain he was moved 
of the Lord to found out his Great and nota- 
ble Day, as if he had been in a great Audi- 
tory ; and from thence went North, as the 
Lord had ſhown him. And in every place 
where he came, if not before he came to it, : 
he had his particular Exerciſe and Service 

F 2 thowe 
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ſhown to him, ſo that the Lord was his Les 
der indeed. For it was not in vain that heTra. 
vailed ; God in moſt places ſealing his Com- 
miſſion with the Convincement of ſome of all 
ſorts, as well Publicans as ſober Profeſſors 
of Religion. Some of the firſt and moſt 
Eminent of thoſe that came forth in a pub- 
lick Miniſtry, and which are now at Reſt, 
were Richard Farnſworth, James Nayler, 
William Dewsberry, Tho. Aldam, Francis 
Flowgil, Edward Burroughs, fohn Canm, 
Fohn Audland, Richard Hubberthorn, T. 
Taylor, T. Holmes, Alexander Parker, Wit 
liam Simpſon, William Catton, John Stubbs, 
Robert Withers, Tho. Low, Joſiah Coal, 
John Burnyeat, Robert Loage, Thomas Salt- 
houſe, and many more Worthies, that cannot 
be well here Named ; together with divers 


- get living of the firſt & Great Convincement; 


who after the knowledge of. God's purging 
Judgments in themſelves, and ſome time of 
waiting in ſilence upon him, to feel and re- 
ceive Power from on High, to ſpeak in his 
Name, (\ hich noneelle rightly can, though 
they may uſe the ſame Words) They felt 
Its Divine Motions, and were frequently 
drawn forth, eſpecially to viſit the Pavlick 


Aſſemblies, to reprove, inform and exhort 


them : 
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them : Sometimes in Markets, Fairs, Streets, 
and by the High-way-ſide ; calling People to 
Repentance, and to turn to the Lord with 
their Hearts as well as their Mouths; di- 
reting them to the Light of Chriſt with 
them, to ſee, examine , and conſider their 
ways by, and to eſchew the evil,and do the Good 
and Acceptable Will of God. And they fut- 
fered great Hardſhips for this their Love, 
and Good-will ; being often Stockt, Stoned, 
Beaten, Whipt and Impriſoned ; though Honeſt 
Men,and of Good Report where they lived; 
that had left Wives and Children,and Houſes 
and Lands to viſit them with a /iving Cal 
to Repentance. And though the Prieſts ge- 
nerally ſet themſelves to oppoſe them, and 
write againſt them, and inſinuated moſt 
Falſe and Scandalous Stories to Defame them ; 
ſtirring up the Magiſtrates to ſuppreſs them, 
eſpecially in thoſe Northern Parts; yet God 
was pleaſed ſo to fill them with his living 
Power, and give them ſuch an open Door 
of utterance 1n his Service, that there was 
a mighty Convincement over thoſe Parts. 

And through the tender and ſingular In- 
dulgence of Judge Bradſbaw and Judge Fell, 
and Coll. Weſt, in the Infancy of things, 
the Prieſts were never able to gain the point 
= E 3 they 


, on C - 


they laboured for ; which was to have pro- 
ceeded to Blood; and, if poſſible, Herod 
like, by a Craelexerciſe of the Civil Power, 
to have cut them off and rooted them out of 
the Country. But eſpecially Judge Fell, 
who was not only a Check to their Rage in 
the Courſe of Legal Proceedings, but other- 
wile, upon ——_— ; and finally countenan- 
ced this People. For his Wife receiving the 
Trath with the Firſt, it had that Influence 
upon his Spirit, being a J«{ and Wiſe Man, 
and ſecing in his own Wite and Family a 
Full Confutation of all the popular Clamours 
yy the Way of Truth, that he covered 
them what he could, and freely opened his 


Doors, and gave up his Houſe to his Wife 
and her Friends ; not valuing the Reproach 
of Ignorant or of Evil Minded People ; 
Which T here mention, to His and her Ho- 
. Kour, and which will be, T believe, an Hs- 
. our anda Bleſſing to ſuch of their Name and 
Eamily, as ſhallÞ 
Humility, Love and Zeale for the Truth and 
People of the 'Lord. 
— That Houſe was for ſome Years, at firſt e- 
1Tpecially, till the Truth had opened its way 
. Into the Soathers parts of this Iſland, an 
Emunent Receptacle of this People, Others, 


e found in that Tenderneſs, | 


of 
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of good Note and Subſtance in thoſe Nor- 
thern _— had alſo opened their 
Houſes,with their Hearts, to the many Pub- 
liſbers, that, in a ſhort time, the Lord had 
raiſed to declare his Salvation to the People; 
and -.* - Meetings of the Lord's Meſſengers 
were frequently held, to communicate their 
Services and Exerciſes, and Comfort and 
Edify one anohrer in their Bleſſed Miniſtry. 

Bur leaſt this may be thought a Di- 
grefſion, having touched upon this before, 
Ireturn to this Excellent Man : And for his 
Perſonal Qualities, both Natural, Moral and 


| Divine, as they appeared|in his Converſe 


with Brethren, and in the Church of God, 
take as follows. 

T. He was a Man that God endued with 
a Clear and Wonderful Depth : A. Diſcerner of 
others Spirits, and very much a Maſter of 
his own. And though that fide of his Un- 
derſtanding which lay next to the World, 
and eſpecially the Expreſſion of it, might 
ſound Uncouth and Unfaſhionable to Nice 
Ears, his matter was neverthelefs very pro- 
found ; and would not only bear to be of- 
ten conſidered, but the more it was ſo, the 
more Weighty and Inſtruting it appeared. 


And as Abruptly and Brokenly as ſometimes 
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| his Sentences would ſeem to fall from him, F 


about Divine Things, it 1s well known they 


were often as Texts to many fairer Declara- |. 


tions. And zzdeed it ſhowed, beyond all 
ContradiCtion, that God ſent him; in that x 
Arts or Parts had any ſhare in the matter or 
manner of his Miniftry; and that ſo many 
Great, Excellent and Neceſſary Truths, as he 
came forth -to Preach to Mankind, had 
therefore nothing of Man's Wit or Wiſdom 
to recommend them. So that as to Man he 
was an Original, being zo Mars Copy. 
And his Miniftry and Writings ſhow they 
are from one that was not Taught of Man, 
nor had Learned what he ſaid by Study. 
Nor were they Notional or Speculative, but 
ſenſible and Praftical Truths, tending to 
Copverſion and Regeneration, and the ſetting 
up of the Kingdom of God 7 the Hearts of 
Men; and the way of it was his Work. 
So. that T have many times been overcome 
in my felf, and been made to ſay, with my 
Lord and Maſter upon the like Occaſion; 
T thank thee, O Father, Lord of Heaven and 
Earth, that thou haſt hid theſe things from the 
Wiſe and Prudent of this World, and revealed 
them to Babes: For many times hath my 
Soul bowed in an Humble Thankfulneſs to = 
3h | : Lord, 


—_— 
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* Lord, that he did not chooſe any of the 
 Wiſeand Learned of this World to be the 
. firſt Meſſenger in our Age, of h1s bleſſed Truth 
to Men ; but that he took one that was not 
of High Degree, or Elegant Speech, or Learn- 
ed, after the way of this World, that his Meſ- 
ſage and Work, he ſent him to do, might 
come with /e/s Suſpicion, or Jealouſie of 
Humane Wiſdom and Intereſt, and with 
more Force and Clearneſs upox the Conſciences 
of thoſe that ſincerely Sought the way of 
Truth, inthe Love of it. I fay, beholding 
| with the Eye of my mind, which the God 
of Heaven had opened in me, the Marks of 
God's Finger and Hand wi{ibly, in this Te- 
ſtimony, from the Clearneſs of the Principle, 


| thePower and Efficacy of it, in the Exem- 


plary Sobricty, Plainneſs, Zeal, Steadineſs, 
Humility, Gravicy , Punctuality , Charity 
and C:ircamſpeit care in the Government of 
Church Afﬀairs, which ſbized in his and 
their Life and Teſtimony that God employ- 
ed in this Work, 2t greatly confirmed me that 
it was of God, and engaged my Soul in a 
Deep Lowe, Fear, Reverence and Thankfal- 
zeſs tor his Loveand Mercy therein to Man- 
kind: In which Mind I remain, and ſhall, 


I hope, through the Lord's ſtrength, to the 
end of my Days, It - 
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| IT. In his Tefimony or Miniſtry, he much 
>  Jaboured to open Truth to the Peoples 
Underſtandings, and to Bottom them upon 


the Principle, and Principal, Chriſt Jeſus 
the Light of the World; that by bringing 


- "them to ſorffething that was from God in 
- themſelves they might the better know 
and judge of him and themſelves. 

IIT. He had an Extraordinary Gift in 
opening the Scriptures. He would go to 
the Marrow of things, and ſhow the Mzizd, 
Harmony and Fullfilling of them with much 
Plainneſs, and to great Comfort and Edifi- 
cation, 

IV. The Myſtery of the firſ# and ſecond 


Adam, of the Fall and Reſtoration, of the 


Law and Goſpel, of Shadows and Subſtance, 
| of the Servants and Sons State, and the 
fullfling of the Scriptures in Chriſt, and by 
' Chriſt, the True Light, in all that are his, 
_ through the Obedience of Faith, were much 
of the Subſtance and Drift of his Teſtimo- 
nies. . In all which he was witnefled to be 

of God, being ſenſibly felt to ſpeak that 
_ which he had received of Chriſt, and was 
* his own Experience, in that which never 
Errs or Fails. 


V. But 
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V. But above all, he excelled in Prayer. 
The Inwardneſs and Weight of his Spirit, the 
Reverence and Solemnity of his Addreſs and 
Behaviour, and the Fewneſs and Fulneſs of 
his Words, have often ſtruck, even Strax- 
gers, with Admiration, as they uſed to reach 
others with Conſolation, The moſt Awful, 
Living, Reverent Frame I ever Felt or Be- 
held, Imift fay was His in Prayer. And 
truly it was a Teſtimony he knew and lived 
nearer. to the Lord than other Men ; for 
they that know him moſt will ſee moſt rea- 
{on to approach him with Reverence and 
Fear, 

VI. He was of an Innocent Life, no Buſie- 
body , nor Self-ſeeker ; neither Toachy, nor 
Critica/: What fell from hum was very. [a- . 
offenſive , if not very Edifying. So Meek, 
Contented, Modeſt, Eafie, Steady, Tenaer ; it 
was a pleaſure to be in his Company. He 
exerciſed no Authority but over Evil, and 
that every where, and 1n all; but with 
Love, Compaſſion and Long-ſaffering. A 
moſt Merciful Man, as ready to Forgive, as 
napt to take or give an Offence. Thouſands 
can truly ſay he was of an Excellent Spirit 
and Savor among them, and becauſe _ 
of: 


( 92 
of the moſt Excellent Spirits loved him with 
an «nfainedand unfading Love. 

VII. He was an Inceſſant Labourer : For 
in his Younger time, before his many, great 
and deep Sufferings and Travels had enfee- 
bled his Body for Itinerant Services, he /a- 
boared much 1n the Word, and Doftrize, and 
Diſcipline, in England, Scotland and Ireland ; 
turning many to God, and confirming thoſe 
that wereconvinced of the Truth, and ſet- 
ling Good Order, as to Church Afﬀairs,among 
them. And towards the Concluſion of his 
Travelling Services, between the Years Se- 
wventy One, and Seventy Seven, he Viſited 
the Churches of Chriſt in the Plantations in 
America, and in the United Provinces, and 
Germany, as his Journal Relates; to the 
Convincement and Conſolation of many. 
After that time he chiefly reſided in and a- 
bout the City of Loxadon ; and beſides his 
Labour in the Miniſtry, which was Fre- 
quent and Serviceable, He writ much, both 
to them that are within, and thoſe that are 
without the Communion. But thecare he 
took of the Afﬀairs of the Church in General 
was very great. 


VIII. He was often where the Records of | 
Wo the | Vu 
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| UP againſt the bleſſed Apoſtles of our Lord Je- 
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the Buſineſs of the Church are kept, and 
where the Letters from the many Meetings 
of God's People over all the World uſe to 
come : Which Letters he had read to him, 
and Communicated them to the Meeting 
that is Weekly held there for ſuch Services ; 
and he would be ſure to ſtir them up to an- 
ſwer them, eſpecially in Szffering Caſes: 
Showing great Sympathy and Compaſſion upon 
all ſuch Occaſions; carefully looking into the 
Reſpective Caſes, and endeavouring Speedy 
Relief, according to the Nature of them. So 
that the Churches, or any of the Suffering 
Members thereof, were ſure not to be for- 
gotten or delayed in their Deſires 1f he were 
there. 

IX. As he was Unwearied, ſo he was 
Unaaunted in his Services for God and his 
people : He was no more to be moved to 
Fear than to Wrath. His Behaviour at 
Darby, Litchfield, Appleby , before Oliver 
Cromwell, at Launſton , Scarborough , Wor- 
ceſter and Weſtminſter-Hall, with many 0+ 
ther places and Exerciſes , did abundantly 
evidence it to his Enemies as well as his 
Friends. 

But as, in the Primitive Times, ſome riſe 


{us 
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ſus Chriſt, even from among thoſe that 
oy had turned to the Hope of the Goſpel, 
and they became their greateſt Trouble ; fo 
this Man of God had his ſhare of Suftering 
- from ſome that were convinced by him, who, 
through prejudice or miftake, ran againſt 
him, as one that ſought Dominion over Con- 
ſcience, becauſe he preſt, by his preſence or 
Epiſtles, a ready and zealous compliance 
with ſuch good and wholeſome things as 
tended to an Orderly Conyerſation about the 


Affairs of the Chureh, and in their —_—_ 
before men. That which contributed muc 


to this ill Work, was, in ſome, a begruds- 
ing of this Meek Man the love and eſteem he 


;  Hadand deſerved in the Hearts of the peo- 


ple; and weakneſs in others, that were taken 
with their groundleſs Suggettions of Impoſs- 
ron and blind Obedience. 

They would have had every man Izde- 
pendent, that as he had the Principle in him- 


ſelf, he ſhould only ſtand and fall to that, | 


and no Body elſe: Not conſidering that the 
Principle is Oze in all ; and though the mea- 
{ure of Light or Grace might difier, yet the 
Natare of it was the ſame; and being fo, 
they ſtruck at the Spiritual Unity, which a 


| people, guided by the fame Principle, are 
| natu- 
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naturally led into : So that what isan evil to 
One, is fo to All, and what is Vertuous, 
Honeſt, and of good Repute to One, 
is ſo to All, from the Senſe and Savour 
of the One Unigerſal Principle which is com- 
mon to all, and which the diſaffe&ted alfo 
profeſs to be the Roor of all True Chriſtian 
Fellowſhip, and that Spirit into which the 
people of God drink, and come to be Spiri- 
tually-minded, and of one Heart and one 
Soul, 

Some weakly miſtook good Order in the 
Government of Church Afﬀairs, tor Diſcz- 


' pline in Worſhip, and that it was ſo preſt or 


recommended by Him and other Brethren : 
And thereupon they were ready to refle& 
the ſame things that Diſſenters had very 
reaſonably objzeAted upon the National 
Churches, that have coercively preſſed Con- 
formity to their Reſpective Creeds and 
Worſhips. Whereas theſe things related 
wholly to Converſation, and the Outward (and 


as I may fay) Civil part of the Charch ; that- 


men ſhould walk «p tothe Principles of their 
Belief, and not be wanting in Care and Cha-. 
rity. But though ſome have {tumbled and 
fallen through miſtakes, and an unreaſona-" 
ble Obſtinancy, even to a Prejudice; yet, 

| | bleſſed 
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blefſed be God, the Generality have return- 
ed to their Firſt Love, and ſeen the Work 
of the Enemy , thar loſes no Opportunity 
or Advantage by which he may check or 
hinder the Work of God, and diſquiet the 
Peace of his Church, and chill the Love of 
his people to the Truth, and one toanother ; 
And there is hope of divers of the few that 
etare at a Diſtance. 

In all theſe Occaſions, though there was 
no Perſon the Diſcontented ſtruck fo ſharp- 
ly at, as this Good Man, he bore all their 
Weakneſs and Prejudice, and returned not 
Refleftion for Reflection ; but forgave them 
their weak and bitter Speeches, praying for 
them that they might have a Senſe of their 
hurt, and fee the Subtilty of the Enemy to 
Rend and Divide, and return into their 
Firſt Love that thought no TI. 

_ And truly I mutt fay that though God 
had viſibly cloathed him with a Divine Pre- 
ference and Authority, aud indeed his very 
preſence exprelt a Religious Majeſty ; yet 
he never abuſed it ; but held his place in the 
Church of God with great Meekzeſs, and a 
moſt engaoing Humility and Moderation, For 
upon all Occaſions, like his bleſſed Maſter, 
he was a Servazt to all ; holding and cxer- 

ciling 
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ciſing his Elderſhip in the Izviſible Power 
that had gathered them, with Reverence to 
the Head and Care over the Body : And was 
received, ozly in that Spirit and Power of 
Chriſt, as the Fir/# and Chief Elder in this 
Age: Who, as he was therefore worthy of 
double Honour, fo for the fame Reaſon it 
was given by the Faithful of this day ; be- 
cauſe his Authority was inward and not 
outward, and that he got it and kept it by 
the Love of God, and Power of an Endleſs 
Life. I write my Kyowledge, and not Re- 
port, and »y Witneſs is True; having been 
with him for Weeks and Months together 
on divers Occaſions, and thoſe of the neareſt 
and moſt exercifing Nature ; and that by 
Night and by Day, by Sea and by Land; 
in thisand in Foreign Countries : And I can 
ſay, Inever ſaw him out of his Place, or not 

a Match for every Service or Occaſion. 
For in all things he acquitted himſelf like 
a Man, yea a ſtrong Man, a New and Hea- 
venly-minded Man. A Divize and a Nata- 
raliſt, and all of God Almighty*'s making. 
I have been turprifed at his Queſtions and 
Anſwers in Naturai things : That whilſt he 
was Ignorant of uſelets and Sophiſtical Sci- 
ence, he had in him. the Grounds of uſeful 
<< and 
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and commendable Knowledge, and cheriſht 


it every where. Civil, beyond all Forms of 


Breeding, in his Behaviour. Very Tempe. 
rate, Eating Little, and Sleeping Leſs, 
though a Bulkey Perſon. 

Thus he Lived and Sojourned among us: 
And as he lived, ſo he died ; feeling the 
ſame Eternal Power that had raiſed and pre- 
ſerved him, in his laſt Moments. So full of 
Aſſurance was he, that he Triumpht over 
Death; and fo ever in his Spirit to the laſt, 
as if Death were hardly worth Notice or a 
mention : Recommending to ſome of us 
with him the Diſpatch an Dieſes of an 
Epiltle juſt before given forth by him to the 
Churches of Chriſt throughout the World, 
and his own Books: But aboveall, Friends, 
and of all Friends, thoſe in Ire/apd and A- 
merica,twice over. Saying, Mind poor Friends 
_ fa Ireland a»d America. 

And to ſome that came in and enquired 
how he found himſelf, he anſwered, Never 
heea, the Lord's Power is over all Weakneſs 
and Death, the Seed reigns, Bleſſed be the 
Lord : Which was about Four or Five Hours 
| before his Departure out of this World. He 
was atthe great Meeting near Lombard-ſtreet 
0: the Firſt Day of the Week, and it was 
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the Third following about Ten at Night 
when he left us ; being at the Houſe of FH. 
Goladneyin the ſame Court. © In a” good Old 
=» he went, after having lived to ſee his 
Childrens Chil lren to many Generations in the 
Truth, He had the Comfort of a ſhort Ilt- 
xeſs, and the Bleſſing of a clear Senſe to the 


laſt : And we may truly ſay, with a Man of 


God of Old, that being Dead, he yet Speaketh : 


And though now abſent in Body, he is Pre- 
ſent in Spirit : Neither Time nor Place be- 
ing able to interrupt the Communion of 
Saints, or diſſolve the Fellowſhips of the 
Spirits of the Juſt, His Works praiſe him, 
becauſe they are to the praiſe of him that 
worked by him ; for which his Memorial is 
and ſhall be blefſed. T have done, as to this 
part of my Preface, when I have left this 
ſhort Epitaph to his Name. Many Song 
have done virtuouſly in this Day, but, 
Dear George, thou Ercelleſt them All. 
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Containing Five ſeveral Exhortations. 
Firſt Gonerat reminding this Pec- 
ple of their Primitive In egrity and 
Simplicity. Secondly in Particular, 

' to the Miniſtry. Thirdly to the 
Young Convinced. Fourthly to 
the Children of Friends. Fifthly to 
thoſe that are yet Strangers to this | 
People and Way, to whom this Book, 
(and That it ws Preſace to, in its 
former Edition) may come. All the | 
ſeveral Exhortations accommodated 

' to their ſeveral States and Conditi- 
ons ; that all may anſwer the end of 
God's love to them, viz. God's Glo. 
ry and their capn Salvation. 


ND now, Friends, you that profeſs 
to walk 1n the way that this Bleſſed 
Man 
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Man was ſent of God to turn us into, ſuffer 
I beſeech you the word of Exhortation, as 
well Fathers as Children, and Elders as Toung 
Men. The Glory of this Day, and Founada- 
tion of the Hope that has not madeusaſham- 
ed ſince we were a People, you know is that 
Bleſſed Principle of Light and Life of Chriſt 
which we profeſs, and Direct all people to, 
as the great and Divine Inſtrument and Agent 
of Man's Converſion toGod. It was by this 
that we were firſt Touched, and effeCtuall 

enlightned, as to our Inward State; which 
put us upon the Conſideration of our Latter 
End, cauſing us to ſet the Lord before our 
Eyes, and to Number our Days that we 
might apply our Hearts to Wiſdom. In 
that Day we judged not after the Sight of the 
Eye, or after the Hearing of the Ear, but ac- - 
cording to the Light and Senſe this Bleſſed ** 
Principle gave us, {o we judged and aCted 
in reference to Things and Perſons, our 
{elves and others; yea, towards God our 
Maker. For being quickned by it in our 
Invard Man, we couldeafily diſcern the dif- 
ference of things, and feel what was Rzebr, 
and what was Wrong, and what was Fit 
and what zot, both.in reference to Religions 
and Civil Concerns. That being the ground 
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of the Fellowſhip of all Saints, it was in 
That our Fellowſhip ſtood. In this we de- 
fired to have a Sexſe one of another, acted to- 
wards one another, and all Men; in Love, 
Faithfulneſs and Fear, 
_ Tathe feeling ofthe Srirrings and Motions 
of this Principle in our Hearts, we drew 
; nearto the Lord, and waited to be prepared 
_ by it, that we might fee/ Drawings and 
Movings, before we approached the Lord in 
Prayer, or oper'd our Mouths in Miniſtry, 
And in our Beginning and Ending with T his 
ſtood our Comfort, Service and Edification. 
And as we ran faſter or fell ſhort, we made 
 Barthens for our ſelves to bear ; our Services 
* finding 1n our ſelves a Rebuke inſtead of an 
Acceptance ; and in lieu of Well done, who 
has required this at your hands ? In that day 
we were an Exerciſed People, our very 
Countenances and Deportment declared 
it, 

Care for others was then much upon us, 
aswell as for our ſelves ; eſpecially of the 
Toung Convinced. Often had we the Bur- 
then of the Word of the Lord to our Veigh- 
bours, Relations and Acquaintance; and 
| ſometimes S/rangersalſo, We were in Tra- 
vail likewiſe for one anothers Preſervation : 
| | Not 
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Not ſeeking, but ſhuning Occaſions of any 
Coldneſs or Miſunderſtanding; treating one 
another as thoſe that believed and felt God 
preſent. Which kept our Converſation 1-- 
nocent , Serious and Weighty ; guarding our 
ſelves againſt the Cares and Friendſhips of 
the World. We held the Truth in the Spi- 
rit of it, and not in our own Spirits, or after 
our own Wills and Aﬀections. : 

They were bowed and brought into Sub- 
jection , in ſo much that it was viſible to 
them that knew us, we did not think our 
ſelves at our own Diſpoſe, to go where we Liſt, 


or fay or do what we Liſt, or when we Lift. 


Our Liberty ſtood in the Liberty of the Sp-- 


_rit of Truth ; and no Pleaſure, no Profit, no 


Fear, no Favour could draw us from this 
retired , ſtrict and watchful Frame. We 
were fo far from ſeeking occaſions of Com- 
pany, that we avoidedthem what we could ; 


| purſuing our own Buſineſs, with Moderation, 


inſtead of medling with other Peoples Un- 
neceſſarily. 

Our Words were Few and Savoury, our 
Looks Compoſed and Weighty, and our whole 
Deportment very Obſervable, True it is, 
that.this Retired and ſtri&t ſort of Life from 
the Liberty of the Converſation of the 
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World, expoſed us to the Cenſures of ma- | 


ny, as Humoariſts, Conceited and Self-righte- 


os Perſons, Fc. But it was our Preſerva- 


tion from many Snares, to which others 
were continually expoſed, by the prevalenc 
of the luſt of the Eye, the tuſt of the Fl, 
and the pride of Life, that wanted no Occa- 
ſions or Temptations to excite them abroad 
in the Converſe of the World. 


I cannot forget the Humility and Chaſte 


Zeal of that Day. Oh, how Conſtant at 
Meetings, how Retired in them, how firm 
to Truth 

ples! And how Entire and Unired in our 
Communion, as indeed became thoſe that 
profeſs One Head, even Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord. 

This being the Teſtimony and Example 
| the Man of God, before-mentioned , was 
ſent to Declare and Leave amongſt us, and 
we having Embraced the fame as the Merc#- 


t ful Viſitation of God to us, the Word of Ex- 


hortation at this time is, That we continue to 
be found in the Way of this Teſtimony, with all 

Axal and Integrity, and ſo much the moye, by 
how much the Day araweth near, 


And 


's Life, as well as Truth's Princi- 
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And Firſt, as to you my Beloved and 
much Honoured Brethren in Chriſt , that 


- | areinthe Exerciſe of the Miniſtry : Oh, feel 


Life in your Miniſtry ! Let Life be your 
Commithon, your Weruneys and Trea- 
fury in all ſuch Occaſions ; elſe, you well 
know, there can be no begetting to God, 
ſince nothing can quicken or make People a- 


live to God but the Life of God: And it 


muſt be a Miniſtry in and from Lzfe that 
enlivens any People to God. We have ſeen 
the Fruit of all ocher Miniſtries by the few 
that are turned from the Evil of their Ways. 
It is not our Parts, or Memory, the repetiti- 
on of former Openings, in our own will and 
time, that will do God's Work, A ary 
DoErinal Miniftry , however found mn 
Words, can reach but the Ear, and is but a 
Dream at the Beit : There 1s another Sound- 
neſs, that is ſoundeſt of all, viz. Chrij# the 
power of God, This is the Key of David, 
that Opens and none Shuts, and Shuts, and none 
can Open : As the Oil to the Lamp, and the ' 
Soul to the Body, ſo is that to the beſt of 
Words. Which made Chrilt to fay, My ' 
Words they are Spirit, and they are Life ; that * 
15, they are from Life, and therefore they ' 
make you alzve that receive them. If the 

' Diſciples 


( 106 mT 


Diſciples, that had lived with Jeſus, were 
to ſtay at Jeruſalem till they received it ; 
much more muſt we wait to receive before 
we Miniſter, if we will turn People from 
Darkneſs to Light, and from Satan's power 
to God. | 

I fervently bow my Knees to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that you 
may always be like minded, that you may 
ever wait Reverently for the coming and 
opening of the Word of Lite,and n—— upon 
it in your Miniſtry and Service, that you 
may ſerve God in his Spirit. And be it lit- 
tle, or be it much, it is well; for much is 
not too much, and the leaſt is exoxgh , if 
from the motion of God's Spirit ; and with- 
__ out it, verily, never fo little is too much, 
becauſe tono profit. 

For it 1s the Spirit of the Lord immedrate- 
ty, or through the Miniſtry of his Servants, 
that teacheth his People to profit ; and to 
be ſure, fo far as wetake him along with us 
in our Services, ſo far we are profitable and 
no farther, For if it be the Lord that muſt 
work all things 1a us for our own Salvation, 
. much'more 1s it the Lord that muſt work in 

us for the Converſion of others, If there- 
fore it was once a Croſs to us to Speak, 


though 
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though the Lord required it at our Hands; 
let it never be ſo to be filexr, when he does 
nor. 

It is one of the moſt dreadful Sayings 1n 
the Book f God , That he that. adds to the 
Words of the Prophecy of this Book, God will 
add the Plagnes written in this Book, To 
keep back the Counſel of God, is as Terri-- 
ble ; for he that takes away from the Words of 
the Prophecy of this Book, God ſhall take away . 
his part out of the Book of Life. And truly, it 
has great Caution 1n it to thoſe that uſe the 
Name of the Lord, to be well aſſured the 
Lord Speaks, that they may not be found of 
the Number of thoſe that add to the Words 
of the Teſtimony of Prophecy, which the 
Lord giveth them to bear ; nor yet to mince 
or diminiſh the fame, both being fo very 
cftenfive to God. 

Wherefore, Brethrez , let us be careful 
neither to owt-20 our Guide, nor yet /oiter 
behind Him ; ſince he that makes Haſte, 
' may miſs his Way, and he that ſtays behind, 
lofe his Guide, For even thoſe that have 
Received the Word of the Lord, had need 
wait for Wiſdom, that they may ſee how 
to divide the Word aright : Which plainly 
implicth that it 1s poſſible for one, that hath 

received 
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| received the Word of the Lord, to »i{s.in 
* the Dividing-and Application of it, which 
muſt come from an 1mpatiency of Spirit, and 
a Self-working, which: makes an unſound 
'* and dangerous Mixture; and will hardly 
- beget aright minded living People to 
| God. 

 Tamearneſtin this, above all other Con- 
ſiderations, as to Pablitk Brethren; well 
knowing how much it concerns the preſext 
and future State, and preſervation of the 
Church of Chriſt Jeſus, that has been ga- 
thered and built up by a Living and Power- 
ful Miniſtry, that the Miniſtry be held, 
preſerved and continued in the Manifeſtati- 
ons, Motions and Supplies of the ſame Life 
and Poner from time to time. 

And where ever it is obſerved that an 
one does Miniſter more from Gifts and Parts, 
than Life and Power, though they have an 
Inhghtned and DodQtrinal Underſtanding, 
ſet them in time be adviſed and admoniſhed 
for their Preſervation, becauſe infenſibly 
fuch- will come to depend upon a Self-ſuffi- 
c/eacz.; to forlake Chriſt the living Foun- 
tain,- and hew out unto themſelves Ciſterns 
that will hold no /ivizg waters : And by de- 
grees fuch will come to draw others from 

waiting 
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waiting upon the Gift of God in themſelves, 
and to feel it in others, 1n order to their 
ſtrength and Refreſhment,to wait upon them, 
and to turn from God ro Maz again, and ſo 
to make Shipwrack of the Faith once delt- 
vered to the Saints, and of a good Con- * 
ſcience towards God ; which are only kept 
by that Divine Gift of Life, that begat the 
one,and awakn'd and ſantified the other in 
the beginning. | 

Nor is it enough that we have known 
the Divine Gift, and in it have reached to- 
the Spirits in Priſon, and been the Inſtry- 
ments of the Convincing of others of the 
way of God, if we keep not as /ow and poor 
in our ſelves, and as depending upon the 
Lord as ever: Since no Memory, no Repe= -. 
titions of former Openings, Revelations or 
Enjoyments will bring a Soul to God, er 
afford Bread to the Hungry, or Water to 
the Thirſty, unleſs Life go with what we 
ſay, and that muſt be waited for. * 

O that we may have zo other Fountajn, 
Treaſure or Dependence ! That none ma 
preſume at any rate to Att of themſelwes 
tor God, becauſe they have long Afted 
trom God; that we may not ſupply want.of 
walting. with our owz Wiſdom, or think 


that 
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that we may take /-/s Care, and more liber- 
ty in ſpeaking than —_— and that 
where we do not feel the Lord by his Power 
to open us and enlarge us, whatever be the 
ExpeQation of the People, or has been our 
Cuſtomary Supply and Character, we may 
not exceed or fill up the time with our 
OWN. | 
 Ihope we ſhall ever Remember who it 
was that faid,Of your ſelves you can do nothing: 
Our ſufficiency is 1a him. And if we are 
not to ſpeak our 9w# Words, or take Thought 
what we ſhould ſay to Men in our defence, 
when expoſed for our Teſtimony, ſurely 
we ought to ſpeak none of our ow? Words, 
or take Thought what we {hall ſay in our 
Teſtimony and Miniſtry in the Name of 
* the Lord to the Souls of the People; for 
then of all Times, and of all other Occaſions 
ſhould it be fulfilled in us; for zt is not you 
that ſpeak, but the Spirit of my Father that 
Jpeaketh in you. 

And indeed, the Miniſtryof the Spirit muſt 
and does keep its Analogy and Agreement 
with the B:rthþ of the Spirit; that as no 
Man can Inherit the Kingdom of God, «#x- 
. feſs he beborn of the Spirit, (o no Miniſtery 
- Can beget a Soul to God, but that which 
F is 
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is from the Spirit, For this, as I ſaid before, 
the Diſciples waited before they went forth; 
and in this our Elder Brethren, and Meſſen- 
gers of God in our Day, waited, viſited and 
reached to us. And having begun in the Spi- 
rit, let none ever hope or ſeek to be made 
perfect in the Fleſh: For what 1s the Fleſh 
to the Spirit, or the Chaft to the Wheat ? 
And if we keep in the Spirit, we ſhall keep 
in the Unity of it, which 1s the ground of 
true Fellowſhip. For by Drinking into 
that one Spirit, we are made one People to 
God, and by it we are continued in the 
Unity of the Faith, and the Bond of Peace. 
No Emnvying, no Bitterneſs, no Strife can 
have place with us. We ſhall watch al- . 
ways for Good, and not for Evil over one a- 
nother, and rejoice exceedingly, and not 
begrudge at one anothers increaſe in the 
Riches of the Grace with which God reple- 
niſheth his Faithful Servants. 

And Brethren, as to you 15 committed 
the Diſpentation of the Oracles of God, 
which give you frequent Opportunities, and 
great Place with the People among whom 
you Travail, I befeech you that you would' / 
not think it ſufficient to declare the Word /; 
of Life in their Aflemblies, however Edify-,/ 
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| © ing and Comfortable ſuch opportunities may | 


| be to you and them: But, as was the 
Practice of the Man of God before menti- 
oned in great Meaſure, when among us, 
Inquire the State of the ſeveral Churches 
you Vilit; who among them are Afi;ded 
or Sz, who are Tempted, and if any are 
_ Unfaithful or Obſtinate ; and endeavour to 
_ Tfſue thoſe things in the Wiſdom and Power 
of God, which will be a glorious Crows up- 
on your Miniſtry. As that prepares your 
way in the Hearts of the People to receive 
you as Men of God, 10 it gives you Credit 
with them to do them good by your Advice 
1n other Reſpects. e Aﬀicted will be 
Comforted by you, the Tempted Strength- 
enced, the Sick Refreſhed, ' the unfaithful 
Convicted: and Reſtored, and fuch as are 
Obſtinate Softned and fitted for Reconcilia- 
tion ; which is Clenching the Nail, and ap- 
plying and Faſtning the general Teſtimony 

y . this partica/ar Care of the ſeveral 
Branches of it; in reference to them more 
immediately concerned in it. 

. For though Good and Wiſe Men, and 
Elders too, may refide.in ſuch places, who 
- are of Worth and Importance 1n the gene- 
'\” ral, and in other Places; yet 1t dces not al- 
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ways follow, that they may have the Rbom 
they deſerve in the Hearts of the People 
they live. among ; or {ome particular occaſi- 
on may make it unfit for him or them to uſe 
that Authority, But you that Travail as 
God's Meſſengers, if they Receive you m 
the Greater, {hall they refufe you in-the 
Leſs? And if they own the general Teftr 
_ can they withſtand the partscalur 
Application of it in their own Caſes? Thus, 
ye will ſhew your ſelves Workmen deed, 
and carry your Buſinefs before you, to the 
praiſe of his Name that hath called yow 
from Darkneſs to Light, that you -might 
turn others from Satan's Power unto God 
and his Kingdom, which is within. And 
Oh that there were more of fuch Faithful 
Labourers in the Vineyard of the Lord! 

Never more need {ince the day of God. . 
Wherefore I cannot but Cry and Call 4+ 
load to you that have been /oz Profeſſors 
of the Truth, and know the Truth in the 
convincing Power of it, and have had a ſober 
Converſation among Men, yet content 
your ſelves ozly to know Truth for your 
telves, to go to Meetings, and Exerciſe aft 
oraizary Charity in the Church, and an hos 
neſt Behaviour in the World ; and limit 
H y our 


_, * 
ut 
_ - 
- 
o . 
T0 
o 
. 


( 114 ) 

our ſelves within thoſe Bounds ; feeling 
Vttle or no concern upon your Spirits for the 
Glory of the Lord 1n the Proſperity of his 
Truth in the Earth, more than to be glad 
that others ſucceed in ſuch Service. Ariſe 
Te in the Name and Power of the Lord 
Jeſus! Behold how white the Fields are 
unto Harveſt in this and -other Nations, 
and how few Able and Faithful Labourers 
there are to work therein ! Your Country- 
Folks Neighbours and Kindred waxt to 
know the Lord and his Truth, and to Walk 
in.it,. Does nothing lie at your Door 
upon their Account ? Search and fee, and 
loſe no time, TI beſeech you, for the 
Lord is at Hand. 

I do not Judge you, there 1s one that 
Judgeth all Men, and his Judgment 1s true. 
You have mightily increaſed in your outward 
Subſtance : May you equally increaſe 1n 
your ward Riches, and FA good with 
both while you have a day to do Good. 
Your Enemies would once have taken what 
you had from you, for his Name Sake 10 
whom. you have believed ; wherefore he 
bas 'given you-»2uch of the World in the 
Face of your Enemies. But Oh let it be 
your Servapt and not your Maſter; your 
: E Diverſion 
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Diverſion rather than your Baſineſs! Let 
the Lord be chiefly in your Eye, and ponder 
your Ways, and fee if God has nothing 
more for you todo: And if you find your 
ſelves ſhort in your Account with him, then 
wait for his Preparation, and be ready to 
receive the word of Command, and be not 
weary of well doing, when you have put 
your Hand to the P/ow, and aſſuredly you 
ſhall Reap, if you faint not, the Fruit of 
your Heavenly Labour in Gocl's Everlaſting 

Kingdom. | 
And You Toung Convinced Ones, be you 
Entreated and Exhorted to a Diligezt and 
Chaft waiting upon God, in the way of his 
Blefſed Manifeſtation and appearance of 
himſelf to you. Look nor out, but wthzz - 
Let not anothers Liberty be your Szavre : 
Neither A& by Imitation, but Ser/e and 
Feeling of God's Power in your ſelves: 
'Cruſh not the tender Buddings of it in 
your Souls, nor over-r47, in your deſires and 
warmineſs of AﬀeCtions,the Holy and Gentle 
Motions of it. Remember it is a /till Voice 
that Speaks to us in this Day.and that it is not 
to be heard in the Nos and Harries of 
tle Mind ; but.is diſtinQly underſtood in a- 
Retired Fratne, Jeſus lowed and choſe Soli- 
H 2 tudes ; 
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tudes; often. going to Mountains, to Gardens 
and Sea-ſides to avoid Crowds and Hurries, 
to ſhew his Diſciples it was Good to be So- 
litary, and ſit looſe to. the World. Two 
Enemies lie near your States, Imagination 
and Liberty ; but the plain, practical, Liv- 
ing, Holy Truth, that has convinced you 
will preſerve you, if you Mind it in your 
ſelves, and bring all Thoughts , Inclina- 
tions and. AﬀeCGtions to the Teſt of It, to 
ſee if they are wrought in God, or of the 
Enemy, or your own ſelves: So will azrae, 
T aſte, Diſcerning and Judement be preferved 

| __ of what you ſhould do and leave 
* undone, And 1n your diligence and Faith- 
fulneſs in this way you will come to inherit 
Subſtance; and Chriſt, the Eternal Wiſdom, 
will ll your Treaſury, And when you are 
Converted, as well as Convinced, then cox- 
firm your Brethren; and be reaay to every 
g00d Word and Work,that the Lord ſhall 
call you to; that you may be to his Praile, 
who has choſen you to be partakers, with 
the Saints in Light, of a Kingdom that can- 
not be ſhaken, an Inheritance incorruptible, 
in Eternal Habitations. 

And now, as for you that are the Chi/- 
 arex of God's People, a Great Concern 1s 
A vpcn 
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upon my Spirit for your good : And often 
are my A Set to he God of your 
Fathers for you, that you may come tO 
be partakers of the ſame Divine Life and 
Power, that have been the Glory of this 
Day ; that a Generation you may be to God, 
an Holy Nation and a Peculiar People, Ag4- 
lous of Good Works, when all our Heads 
are laid in the Duſt. Oh you Young Men and \ 
Women, let it not ſuffice you that you are 
the Children of the People of the Lord ! 
you muſt alſo be born again, if you will if 
herit the Kingdom of God. Your Fathers 
are but ſuch aſter the Fleſh, and could 
but beget you into the likeneſs of the fir 
Azam ; but you muſt be begotten into the 
likeneſs of the ſecond Adam by a Spiritual 
Generation, or you will not, you cannotbe 
of his Children or Off-ſpring. And there- |}! 
fore look carefully about you, Oh ye Chtl-" * 
dren of the Children oft God! Conſider your 
Standing, and ſee what you are in Relati- 
on- to this Divine Kindred, Family and 
Birth ! Have youg obeyed the Light, and re- 
ceived and walked in the Spirir, which 1s 
the incorruptible Seed of the Word and 
Kingdom of God, of which you muſt be 
born again. God is no refpeter of Perſohs. + 

H 3 The- 
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The Father cannot ſave or anſwer for the ' 


( 118 ) 


Child,or the Child for the Father, but in the 
Sin thou Sinneſt, thou ſhalr die; and in the 
Righteouſneſs thou doeſt, through Chriſt 
Teſus, thou ſhalt live; for it is the Willing 
and Obedient that ſhall eat the Good of 
the Land. Be pot deceived, God is not 
mocked, ſuch as all Nations and People Sow, 
ſuch they ſhall reap at the hand of the juſt 
God. And then your many and great 
Priviledges above the Cluldren of other 
People, will add weight inthe ſcale againſt 
you, if you chooſe not the way of the 


Lord. For you have had Line upon Line, | _ 
and Precept upon Precept, and not only good | 


Doctrine, but good Example; and which 
15 more, you have been turned to and ac- 
quainted with. a Principle in your ſelves 


which. others have been ignorant of: And 


you know you may be as Good as you 
pleaſe, without the. Fear of Frowns and 
Blows, or being turned out of doors and for- 


ſakenof Father and Mother for God?s Sake 


and his Holy Religion, as has been the 
Cale of ſome of your Fathers in the day 


' they firſt entred into this Holy Path. And 


if you, after hearing and ſeeing the Won- 


ers that God has wrought in the deliver- | 


ance 
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ance and preſervation of them, through a 
Sea of Troubles, and the manifold Tempo- 
ral, as well as {ſpiritual — that he 
has filled them with in the ſight of their 
Enemies, you ſhould zeglett and turn your 
backs upon ſo great and ſo near a Salvation, 
you would not only be moſt ungrateful 
Children to God and them, but muſt 
expe& that God will call the Children of 
thoſe that knew him ot, to take the Crown 
out of your Hands, and that your lot will 
be a dreadful Judgment at the hand of 
' | the Lord. But Oh that it may never be 
| |_ fo with any of you! The Lord forbid, 
| faith my Soul. 

Wherefore,, Oh ye Young Men and Wo- 
men, look to the Rock of your Fathers ! 
chuſe the God of yaur Fathers : There - 
is 0 other God but him ; no other Light but 
his ; no other Grace but his, nor Spirit but his, 
to Convince you, Quicken and Comfort 
you; to Lead, Guide and Preſerve you to 
| God's Everlaſting Kingdom : So will you 
be Poſſefſors, as well as Profeſſors of the 
Truth ; embracing it, not only by Educa- 
tion but Judement and Convittion : From 
a Senſe begotten in your Souls, through 
' the operation of the Eternal Spirit and 

| H 4 Power 


2 
, 


os ” JW 4 a" YO” 


| 
4 


Ever of God ; by which you may come 
0 be. the Seed of 4brahgr, through Faith, 
” and' rhe circumcifion not made with Hands, 
and fo Herrs of: the Promiſe made to the 
- Fathers of an Incorrapt;ble Crown. "That, 
'-as FT ſaid before, a Generation you may be 
to God, holding up the Profefſion of the 
bleſſed Truth in the Life and Power of it. 
; For 'Formality-1n Religion is Nauſeous to 
God and good Men ;' and the more {o, 
where any Form or Appearance has been 
new and peculiar,' and begun and practiſed 
* upon @ Principle, with an Uncommon Leal 
; and Striftneſs. Therefore I fay, for you to 
fall flat and format, and continue the pro- 
teſſion without that Salt and Savour, by 
which -it 1s come to obtain a good Report 
' among Men, is not to aniwer God's Love, 
= or your Parents Care, or the mind of 
Fruth in your felves, or in thoſe that are 
- without: Who, tho? they will not obey 
-- the Fruth, have Sight and Senſe enough 
' to ſee if they do that make a Profefſion 
of it. For where the Divine Virtue of it 
1s not felt jn the Soul, and waited for, 
and' lived in, mmperfettions will quickly 
| break out, and ſhew themfelves, and dete& 


| the Unkaithfulneſs of fuch Perſons ; and 
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that their Tzfides are 'not ſeafoned with 3 


the Nature of that holy Principle which 
they profels, 

Wherefore, Dear Children, let me 1in- 
treat you to ſhut pour Ejes at the Tempta- 
tions and Allurements of this Low and Pe- 
riſbing World, and not ſuffer your affeCti- 
ons to . be captivated by thoſe Luſts and 
Vanities that your Fathers, for the Traths 
Sake, long ſince turned their Backs upon : 
But as you believe it to be the Truth, 
receive it into your Hearts, that you may 
become the Children.of God : So that it 
may never be ſaid of you, as the Ewvar- 
geliſt Writes of the Jews of his time, 
That Chriſt, the true Light, came to hrs 
own, but kis own received him not ; but to as 


my as received him, to ther: he oave Power 


ta become the Citiarew of Goo, which were 
born, not of Blood, nor of the Will of the 
Fleſo, nor of the Will of Man, but of God. 
A moſt clole and comprehenſive Paſſage to 
this occaſion, You exattly and peculiarly 
artwer to thole protefſing Jews, in that you 
bear the Name of God's People, by being 
the Children and wearing of the Form of 
God's People : And He, by his Light in you, 
may be very well faid to come to his 

own, 


me 
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. own, and if you obey 1t not, but turn your 
Back upon it, and walk after the Varities 
of your Minds, you will be of Thoſe that 
-- Fefeive him not, which I pray God may 
” never be your Caſe and Judgment, Burt 
that you may be zhoroughty ſenſible of the 
many- and great Obligations you lie un- 
der to the Lord for his Love, and to your 
Parents for their Care: And with all your 
Heart and all your Soul, and all your Strength 
turn to the Lord, to his Gift and Spirit in 
you, end hear his Voice and obey it, that you 
may Seal to the Teſtimony of your Fathers, 
by the 'Truth and Evidence of your own Ex- 
perzexce ; that your Childrens Children 
may bleſs you, and the Lord for you, as 
thoſe that delivered a faithful Example, as 
well as Record of the Truth. of God unto 
them. So will the Gray Hairs of your 
Dear Parents,yet alive, go down to the Grave 
with Foy, to ice you the poſterity of Truth, 
as well as theirs, and that not only their Na- 
tures but Spirit ſhall live in you when 
they are gone. 

I ſhall conclude this Account with a few 
Words to thoſe that are not of our Com- 
munion, into whoſe hands this may come ; 
eſpecially thole of our own Nation. | 


Friends, 
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Friends, As you are the Sons and 
Daughters of Ada, and my Brethren 
after the Fleſh, often and earneſt have been 
my Defires and Prayers to God on your be- 
half, that you may come to know your 
Creator to be your Reacemer and Reſtorer to 
the Holy Tmage that, through Sin, you 
have loft, by the power and Spirit of his 
| Son Jeſus Chriſt, whom he hath given for 
the Light and Life of the World. And 
Oh that you, who are called Chriſtians, 
would receive him to your Heart! For 
there it is you want him, and at that Door 
he ſtands Sc £268 that you might let him 
in, but you do not open to him: You are 
full of other Gueſts, ſo that a Manger 1s 
his Lot among you Now, as well as of Old. 
Yet you are full of Profeſſhon, as were the - 
Jews when he came among them, who 
knew him not, but rejefted and ewvilly in- 
treated him, So that 1f you come fot to 
the Poſſeſſion and Experience of what you 
profeſs, all your Formality in Religion will 
ſtand you in zo ſtead in the Day of God's 
Judgment. 

I beſeech you ponder with your ſelves 
your Eternal Condizion, and ſee what 
Titl, what Ground and F — 

ave 
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have for your Chriſtianity : If more than 


.a Profeſſion, and an Hiſtorical Belief 


| of the Goſpel? Have you known the 
Baptiſm of Fire, and the Holy Ghoſt, and 
the Fay of Chriſt that winnows awa 


the Chaff in your minds, the Carnal Lufts .| 


and Aﬀections? That Divine Leven of the 
Kingdom, that, being received, Levens the 
whole Lump of Man, fanctifying him #hroagh- 
out in Body, Soul-and Spirit? If this be 
not the Ground of your Confidence, you 
are in a Miſerable Eftate -* 

You will fay perhaps, that' though-you 
are Sinners, and hve in the daily Com- 
miſſion of Sin, and'ate not SanQified, as I 
have been ſpeaking, yet you have Faith in 
Chriſt, who has born the Curſe for you, 
and in him you are Compleat by Faith ; 
his Righteouſneſs being imputed to you. 

But my Friends, let me intreat you not 
. to deceive your ſelves, in {o Tmportant a 
Point, as 15s that of your Immortal Souls. 
Tf you have true Faith in Chriſt, your 
Faith will make you Clear; it will Santti- 
feyou: For the Saints Faith was their 
Victory of old: By this they overcame 
Sin within and Sinful Men withouxr, And 
if thou art 4n Chrift thou walkeſt not _ 
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the Fleſh, . but after the Spirit, whoſe Fruits 
are Manifeſt. Yea, thou art a New Cre 
ture: New Made, New Faſhioned ; after 
God's Will and Mould. Old things are 
done away,and behold,all things are become 


| New: New Love, Deſires, Will, Aﬀections 


and Prattices, Tt 1s not any longer Thou 
that liveſt; Thou Diſobedient, Carnal, 
Worldly One; but it is Chriſt that liveth 
in thee; and to live is Chriſt and to die 
is thy Eternal Gain: Becauſe thou art 
aſſured, That thy Corruptible ſhall put on 
Incorruption, and thy Mortal, Immorta- 
lity ; and that thou haſt a Glorious Houſe 
Eternal in the Heavens that will never 
wax Old or paſs away. All this follows 


being in Chriſt, as Heat follows Fire, and 


Light the Sun. 

Therefore have a Care how you preſume 
to Rely upon ſuch a Notion, jas that your 
are in Chriſt, whilſt in yoar old fallen Nas 
tare, For what Communion hath Light 
with Darkneſs, or Chriſt with Beal? 
Hear what the beloved Diſciple tells you : 
If we ſay we have fellowſhip with God, and walk 
in Darkneſs, we lie, and do not the Truth. 
That is, if we go on in a Sinful way, are 
Captivated by our Carnal AﬀeCtions, and: 


are 
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ire riot Converted to God, we walk in 
Darkneſs, and cannot poſſibly in that ſtate 
have any Fellowſhip with God, Chriſt Cloths 
them with his Righteouſneſs that receive his 
Grace in their Hi , and deny themſelves, 
and take up his Croſs daily, and follow him, 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs makes Men inwardly 
Holy ; of Holy Minds, Wills and Prattices, 
Tt 1s never the leſs Cliriſts, becauſe we have 
it ; for it is ours, not by Nature, but b 
Faithand Adoption : Tt 1s the Gift of God. 
But ſtill tho? not ours, as of or from our 
felves, for in that Senfe it 1s Chriit's, for 1t . 
isof and from him ; yet it is ours, and muſt 
be ours in Poſſeſſion, Efficacy and Enjoyment, 
to do us any good; or Chriſt's Righteoul- 
neſs will profit us nothing. It was after this 
manner that he was madeto the Primitive 
Chriſtians, Righteouſneſs, Santtification, Ju- 
ſlification and Redemptzon ; and if ever you 
will have the Comfort, Kernel and Marrow 
of the Chriſtian Religion, th youu muſt 
come to learnand obtain it. 

Now, my Friends, by what you have 
Read, and will Read in what Fclizws, you 
may perceive that God has viſitzd a Poor 
Peopte among you with this ſaving Knows 
tedge and Teſtimony : Whom he has tp 

hel 
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held and encreaſedto this Day, notwithſtand- 
ing the fierce oppoſition they have mer 
withal. Deſpiſe not the Meanreſs of this 
Appearance : It was, and yet is (we know) 
a day of ſmall things, and of ſmall Account 
with too many ; and many hard and ill 
Names are given to it : But it is of God, it 
came from him becauſe it leads to him. 
This we know, but we cannot make ano- 
ther know it, as we know it, unleſs he will 
take the ſame way to know it that we took. 
The World talks of God, but what do they 
do? They pray for Power, but reje#? the. 
Principle in which it 1s. If you would 
know God, and Worſhip and ſerve God as 
ry ſhould do, you mult come to the means 

e has ordained and given for that purpoſe. 
Some {eek it in Books, ſome in Learned 
Men, but what they look for, is in them- 
ſelves, though not of themſelves, but they 
overlook it. The Voiceis too itill,. the Seed 
too ſmall, and the Light ſhineth in Dark- 
neſs. They are abroad, and fo cannot di- 
vide the Spoil : But the Woman that loſt 
her Silver, found it at Home, after ſhe had 
lighted her Candle and ſwept her Houfe. Do 
you ſo too, and you ſhall find what Plate 
wanted to know, vzz. Iruth, Trath in the 
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The light of Chriſt within, who is the 
"Light of rhe World, ( and (oa Light to you, 
that tells you the Truth of your Condition) 
leads all, that take heed unto tit, out of 
Darkneſs into God's marvellous Light. For 


Light grows upon the Obedient : It is ſown | 


or the Righteous, and their way is a ſhining 
Light, that ſhines forth more_ana more to the 
perfect day. / ) | 
' Wherefore, O Friends, Furn in, Turn 
in T beſeech you : Where is the Poiſon, 
There is the Antidote. There 'you want 
Chriſt, and There you mult find him ; and 
bleſſed be God, There you may find him. Seek 
and you ſhall find, Tteſtifie for God. But then 
yourmutt ſeek right; with your whole Heart, 
as Men that feek for their Lives, yea, for 
their Erernal Lives: Diligently, Hambly, 
Patiently, as thote that can taſte no Pleaſure, 


Comfort or Satisfattion in any thing elſe, | 


unlets you find him whom your Souls waz, 
and deſire to know and love above all, O it 
is a Travail, a Spiritual Travai!! Let the 
Carnal, Profane World think and fay as it 
will. And through This Path you muſt 
walk to the City of God, thar has Eter- 
nal 


| 


| 


— 
— 
_ a Au. 


> aaa wa foo gag» od 00 My hy Q5 pgs tans, BO A 4 


_— 


(199) 


- nal Foundations , if ever you will come © 4 


there. ; | 
Well ! And what does this bleſſed Light 


do for you ? Why, 1. It ſets all your Sins 
in order before you : It dezec#s the Spirit of 
this World in all its Baits and Allurements, 
and ſhews how Man came to fall from God, 
and the fallen Eſtate he is un. 2. It begets 
a Senſe and Sorrow, in ſuch as believe in it, 
for this fearful Lapſe. You will then ſee 
him Diſtintly whom you have Pierced , 
and all the Blows and Wounds you have given 
him by your Diſobedience, and how you have 
made him to ſerve with your Sins; and you 
will Weepand Mourn for it, aud your Sor- 
row will be a Godly Sorrow. 3: After this 
it will bring you to the Holy Watch, to take 
Care that you doſo no more, and that the E- 
nemy ſurpriſe you not again. Then Thoughts, 
as well as Words and Works, will come to 
Judgment, which is the way of Holinefs, in 


| Which the Redeemed of the Lord do walk. 


Here you will come to love God above all, 
and your Neighbours as your ſelves, No- 
thing Hurts, Nothing Harms , | Nothing 


| Makes Afraid on this Holy Mountain. Now 


you come to be Chriſt's indeed ; for you 
are his in Natare and Spirit, and not your 
J Owns 


* "the Son you will know, and the Efficacy of 


— yp 
E own. And when you are Thus Chriſt's, | 
= - then Chriſt is yours, and not before. And 
bere Communion with the Father, and with 
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| -the Blood of Cleanſing, even- the Blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt, that Immaculate Lamb, which 
ſpcaketh better things than the Blood of A4- 


8 bel; and which cleanſeth from al! Sz the þ 
» © Conlciences of thoſe that, through the /v- } 


ing Faith, come to be ſprinkled with it from 
dead Works to ſerve theliving God. | 
-**. ToConclude, Behold the Teſtimony and | 


F Dofrinxe of the People called Quakers ! Be-i| 


hold their Prafzice and Diſciplize | And be-'i 
hold the bleſſed Marx and Mex / at leaſt ma» 
_ ny of them ) that were ſent of God in this 
Excellent Work and Service ! All which is 
more particularly expreſſed in the Annalsof 
that Man of God : Which I do heartily ; 
. recommend to my Reagers moſt ſerious Pe- 
F, Tuſal; and beſcech Almighty God, that his | 
+ .Bleſſing may go along with both, to the 


(,onvincement Of Many, as yet Strangers to 4 


this Holy Diſpenſation, and alſo to the Ea'- 
jcxtion of the Church of God in General, 
Who, tor Ins manifold and repeated Mer- 
cies and Bleſſings to his People, in this day 


of lus great Love, is no77hy cyer to have the | 


Y / 4 
G1ory, 


| 


| 
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Glory, Honour, Thank el 
and be it rendred and "ferbed, "wit T. 

-and Reverence, through him in "hon 42 
well pleaſed, his Beloved Sor at 
our Light and Life, that fits with h 
the Throne, World without End. 


Says One, that God has long ſince Mereifals 1 
ly favoured with his Fatherly Viſitationz# |. 
and who was not Diſobedient to the Heags * be 
venly Viſion and Call; to whom the Way; 
of Truth is more Lovely and Precioks.. 
than ever, and that knowing the Bea 3% 
and Benefit of it above all Worlaly Treas I 
fare, has choſen it for his Chiefelt Joy ;* 
and therefore recommends it to thy Love* © 
and Choice, becauſe he is with great Sins 
cerity and A fection thy Sous Friend, :; : 


William Penn, * 


The E ND. 


